Series: When God Came Near
Sermon: That Time When Sarah Laughed at God
Ge 18:1-15

Then the Lord appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was
sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 So he lifted his eyes and
looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and when he saw
them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the
ground, 3 and said, "My Lord, if | have now found favor in Your sight, do
not pass on by Your servant. 4 Please let a little water be brought, and
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 And | will bring a
morsel of bread, that you may refresh your hearts. After that you may pass
by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant."

They said, "Do as you have said."

6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, "Quickly, make ready
three measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes." 7 And Abraham
ran to the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, and
he hastened to prepare it. 8 So he took butter and milk and the calf which
he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the
tree as they ate.

9 Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?"
So he said, "Here, in the tent."

10 And He said, "l will certainly return to you according to the time of life,
and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son."

(Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) 11 Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had
passed the age of childbearing. 12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself,
saying, "After | have grown old, shall | have pleasure, my lord being old
also?"

13 And the Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall |
surely bear a child, since | am old?' 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At
the appointed time | will return to you, according to the time of life, and
Sarah shall have a son."

15 But Sarah denied it, saying, "l did not laugh," for she was afraid.
And He said, "No, but you did laugh!" (NKJV)



Heb 13:1-3

2 Don't forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have
done this have entertained angels without realizing it!

Apparently, God reserves the right to show up anywhere and anytime, be it
the most Holy of settings or the most normal routines of the day.

He does not need us to set the atmosphere, HE IS THE ATMOSPHERE!

Perhaps if the church pursued kindness and hospitality to the degree we
pursue other spiritual gifts, perhaps we would experience new revelations
of and from God.

Reminded of the importance of connections: that both great blessings and
great difficulties will come into our lives, many times, based solely upon
who we have allowed ourselves to connect to or connect to us.

Ge 18:11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and
Sarah had passed the age of childbearing.

To see the Sarah of the text is to see someone who is a testimony of what
might have been but was never to be.



Don’t condemn Sarah’s laugh:
Ge 17:17-18

Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall
a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah,
who is ninety years old, bear a child?"

Ge 18:12

12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After | have grown old,
shall | have pleasure, my lord being old also?"




