Sermon: The Amazing Power of the Gospel

Romans 1:1-7; 14-17

This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by God to be an apostle and
sent out to preach his Good News. 2 God promised this Good News long ago
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures. 3 The Good News is about his Son. In
his earthly life he was born into King David’s family line, 4 and he was shown to be
the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit.
He is Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through Christ, God has given us the privilege and
authority as apostles to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them, so
that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name.

6 And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called to belong to
Jesus Christ. 7 | am writing to all of you in Rome who are loved by God and are
called to be his own holy people. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
give you grace and peace.

14 For | have a great sense of obligation to people in both the civilized world and
the rest of the world, to the educated and uneducated alike. 15 So | am eager to
come to you in Rome, too, to preach the Good News.

16 For | am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at
work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 17 This
Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from
start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous
person has life.

“I greatly longed to understand Paul’s epistle to the Romans, and nothing stood
in the way but that one expression ‘the justice of God,” because | took it to mean
that justice whereby God is just and deals justly in punishing the unjust. My
situation was that, although an impeccable monk, | stood before God as a sinner
troubled in conscience, and | had no confidence that my merit would assuage
him.



Therefore, | did not love a just and angry God, but rather hated and murmured
against him. Night and day | pondered until | saw the connection between the
justice of God and the statement that, ‘the just shall live by his faith.” Then |
grasped that ... through gift and sheer mercy God justifies us through faith.
Thereupon | felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into
paradise.” “When | saw that Law meant one thing and Gospel another, | broke
through.” — Martin Luther

Rom 117 This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is
accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through
faith that a righteous person has life.

romans 5:2 Becguse of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved
privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to
sharing God’s glory.
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2 Cor 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Romans 1136 For | am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of
God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile.

romans 15 Through Christ, God has given us the privilege'@ and authority as apostles to
tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them, so that they will believe
and obey him, bringing glory to his name.



¢And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called to belong to
Jesus Christ. 7| am writing to all of you in Rome who are loved by God and are
called to be his own holy people.

mat11:6 And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”



