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THIS COMMUNITY IS A GIFT

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.

Romans 15:5-7 (ESV)

1. This community is a RARE gift, and we must not take it for granted.

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!
Psalm 133:1 (ESV)

2. This community is a MIRACULOUS gift, and we must use it to shine the light of the Gospel.

Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. 1*But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. **For he himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 1°and might reconcile us
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

Ephesians 2:12-16 (ESV)

3. This community should serve as a REFUGE for our SOULS from the difficulties of this
world.

As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. 2My soul thirsts
for God, for the living God. When shall | come and appear before God? *My tears have
been my food day and night, while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?”
4These things | remember, as | pour out my soul: how | would go with the throng and
lead them in procession to the house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a
multitude keeping festival.

Psalm 42:1-4 (ESV)



