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FAITH
Daniel 3

Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men
were brought before the king, * and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold | have set up? > Now
when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you
are ready to fall down and worship the image | made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you
will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from
my hand?”

Daniel 3:13-15 (NIV)

1. Faith is the BELIEVER'S RESPONSE to God's love.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God— ° not by works, so that no one can boast. 1° For we are God'’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do.

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV)

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Hebrews 11:6 (NIV)

2. Our faith grows as we OBEY GOD.

Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 2 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing
but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13> Then compare our appearance with that of
the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what
you see.”

Daniel 1:11-13 (NIV)

... and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that
you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold | have set up?”
Daniel 3:14 (NIV)

3. Living for Jesus requires learning to EXPRESS OUR FAITH in a culture that is unsympathetic
to Christianity.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not
need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. ¥ If we are thrown into the blazing
furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your



Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
Daniel 3:16-18 (NIV)

4. God demonstrates HIS PRESENCE when we are faithful.

Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers,
“Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied,
“Certainly, Your Majesty.” %> He said, “Look! | see four men walking around in the fire,
unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

Daniel 3:24-25 (NIV)



