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THE ONLY TRUE GOD 
Exodus 20:4-6 | Exodus 32:1-6 (ESV) 

 
1. The Invisible God. 

 
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of 
those who love me and keep my commandments.” 

Exodus 20:4-6 (ESV) 
 

“And you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, while the mountain burned 
with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and gloom. 12 Then 
the Lord spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but 
saw no form; there was only a voice. 13 And he declared to you his covenant, which he 
commanded you to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, and he wrote them on 
two tablets of stone. 14 And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you statutes 
and rules, that you might do them in the land that you are going over to possess. 
15 Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the day that 
the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16 beware lest you act 
corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, in the form of any figure, the 
likeness of male or female, 17 the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the likeness 
of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the likeness of anything that creeps on the 
ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the earth. 19 And beware lest 
you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun and the moon and the 
stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve 
them, things that the Lord your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole 
heaven.” 

Deuteronomy 4:11-19 (ESV) 
 

• When we make an image of the INVISIBLE God, we have made an IMAGE of someone 
else.  

 
2. The God Who Is. 

 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who 
shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off 
the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and 
bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears 
and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it 



with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an 
altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to 
the Lord.” 6 And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought 
peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 

Exodus 32:1-6 (ESV) 
 

“Imagining God in our heads can be just as real a breach of the second commandment 
as imagining him by the work of our hands. How often do we hear this sort of thing: “I 
like to think of God as the great Architect (or Mathematician or Artist).” “I don’t think of 
God as a Judge; I like to think of him simply as a Father.” We know from experience 
how often remarks of this kind serve as the prelude to a denial of something that the 
Bible tells us about God. It needs to be said with the greatest possible emphasis that 
those who hold themselves free to think of God as they like are breaking the second 
commandment…To think of God in such terms is to be ignorant of him, not to know 
him.”  

J.I. Packer “Knowing God”  
 

• God is not the “YOU SAY” … He is the “I AM”. 
 

3. The God Made Known. 
 

And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked 
people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I 
may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 

Exodus 32:9-10 (ESV) 
 

And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought such a 
great sin upon them?” 

Exodus 32:21 (ESV) 
 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Colossians 1:15-20 (ESV) 
 

• God is not our IMAGE, we are HIS. 
 


