Living On Mission Wayne Pratt
September 10, 2023 North Campus

AMBASSADORS OF THE KINGDOM
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (ESV)

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Y’Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. *8All this is from
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
Bthat is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 2°Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. ?!For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (ESV)

1. We are ALL AMBASSADORS.

And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. °These they set before the apostles,
and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

Acts 6:5-6 (ESV)

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
people. °Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it
was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and
Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. ... 12And they stirred up the people and the
elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before
the council, 13and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak
words against this holy place and the law...

Acts 6:8-9;12-13 (ESV)

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 1’Therefore,
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away, behold, the new
has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave
us the ministry of reconciliation...

2 Corinthians 5:16-18 (ESV)



2. EQUIPPED by the SPIRIT.

And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” ?’And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers,
hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran...

Acts 7:1-2 (ESV)

“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. *°Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, >>you who received the
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

Acts 7:51-53 (ESV)

... that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

2 Corinthians 5:19-20 (ESV)

“If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to hell over our dead bodies. And if they
perish, let them perish with our arms wrapped about their knees, imploring them to
stay. If hell must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go
unwarned and unprayed for.”

Charles Spurgeon

3. To GROW the KINGDOM.

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one
except Jews. 29But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on
coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. ?!And the
hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
22The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas
to Antioch. 2>When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted
them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, >*for he was a good man,
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. ?°So
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 2and when he had found him, he brought him
to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people.
And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

Acts 11:19-26 (ESV)



For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)
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