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THE SHEPHERD WHO PROVIDES 
Psalm 23 (ESV) 

 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me 
beside still waters. 3He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake. 4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

Psalm 23:1-6 (ESV) 
 

1. Our Shepherd provides all we need to be CONTENT.  
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

Psalm 23:1 (ESV) 
 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they?”  

Matthew 6:25-26 (ESV) 
 

2. Our Shepherd provides REFRESHMENT for our weary SOULS.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters. 3He restores 
my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  

Psalm 23:2-3 (ESV)  
 

“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat. 17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 

Revelation 7:15-17 (ESV) 
 

3. Our Shepherd provides COMFORT in the midst of FEAR.  
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me.  

Psalm 23:4 (ESV) 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone.  

Isaiah 9:2 (ESV) 
 



4. Our Shepherd provides ETERNAL PROTECTION.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

Psalm 23:5-6 (ESV) 
 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father's hand. 30I and the Father are one.”  

John 10:27-30 (ESV)  

 


