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AN ENDURING COMMUNITY

1. The PRIVILEGE of suffering with Christ provides deeper fellowship with Him.

Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ° and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 1° that | may know him
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in
his death, 1! that by any means possible | may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Philippians 3:8-11 (ESV)

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you. 1* But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. ** If
you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and
of God rests upon you.

1 Peter 4:12-14 (ESV)

2. Enduring through suffering drives us to the JOY and ASSURANCE of the gospel.

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 1’ and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with
him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 18 For | consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
Romans 8:16-18 (ESV)

3. We need the ENCOURAGEMENT and ACCOUNTABILITY of each other to endure through
suffering for the sake of Christ.

But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard
struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction,
and sometimes being partners with those so treated. >* For you had compassion on
those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you
knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. *°> Therefore do
not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 3¢ For you have need of
endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is
promised. ¥ For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay;
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no
pleasure in him.” 3° But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of
those who have faith and preserve their souls.

Hebrews 10:32-39 (ESV)

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to
fall away from the living God. 3 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called



“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 1* For we have
come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.
Hebrews 3:12-14 (ESV)



