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GOD CHOOSES THE WILLING 
Mark 1:14-20 

 
... and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with 
the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians 
in Antioch. 

Acts 11:26 (ESV) 
 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a 
net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 
you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And 
going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

Mark 1:14-20 (ESV)  
 
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 for he 
taught with real authority—quite unlike their teachers of religious law. 

Matthew 7:28-29 (NLT) 
 
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 

Matthew 4:23 (NIV) 
 
And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie.” 

Mark 1:7 (ESV) 
 
And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James 
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And 
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants 
and followed him. 

Mark 1:17-20 (ESV) 
 
v Truth of Today: 
 

• God doesn’t choose the best... He chooses the WILLING.  
“Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater 
than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.” 

Matthew 11:11 (NLT) 
 



v The Willing Know These Truths: 
 
1. God CHOSE you, you did not choose Him.  

“Come, follow Me…” 
Mark 1:17 (ESV) 

 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will 
give you.” 

John 15:16 (NIV) 
 

2. The chosen receive the HOLY SPIRIT as a promise.  
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

Mark 1:9-10 (NIV) 
 

And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy 
Spirit, whom he promised long ago. 

Ephesians 1:13b (NLT) 
 
v What does having the Holy Spirit living in you do? 
 

1. The Holy Spirit HELPS you.  
“If you love me, obey my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into 
all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t 
recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in 
you. 18 No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you.” 

John 14:15-18 (NLT) 
 

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God 
wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be 
expressed in words. 

Romans 8:26 (NLT) 
 

2. The Holy Spirit TEACHES you.  
“I am telling you these things now while I am still with you.26 But when the Father sends 
the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything 
and will remind you of everything I have told you.” 

John 14:25-26 (NLT) 
 

3. The Holy Spirit Gives you POWER.  
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 (NLT) 
 


