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A MATTER OF GLORY
Romans 1:18-32 CSB

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. ’For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

Romans 1:16-17 (CSB)

For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of people
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth, °since what can be known about God is evident
among them, because God has shown it to them. 2°For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being
understood through what he has made. As a result, people are without excuse. >For though they
knew God, they did not glorify him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became
worthless, and their senseless hearts were darkened. ?°Claiming to be wise, they became fools
23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-
footed animals, and reptiles. >*Therefore God delivered them over in the desires of their hearts to
sexual impurity, so that their bodies were degraded among themselves. >They exchanged the
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served what has been created instead of the Creator,
who is praised forever. Amen. 2For this reason God delivered them over to disgraceful passions.
Their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 2’ The men in the same way
also left natural relations with women and were inflamed in their lust for one another. Men
committed shameless acts with men and received in their own persons the appropriate penalty of
their error. 2And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, God delivered
them over to a corrupt mind so that they do what is not right. 2°They are filled with all
unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and
malice. They are gossips, *’slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents, *'senseless, untrustworthy, unloving, and unmerciful. 3?Although they
know God'’s just sentence—that those who practice such things deserve to die—they not only do
them, but even applaud others who practice them.

Romans 1:18-32 (CSB)

1. You can TAKE the GLORY.

For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of
people who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth, °since what can be known
about God is evident among them, because God has shown it to them. 2°For his
invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen
since the creation of the world, being understood through what he has made. As a
result, people are without excuse. ?!For though they knew God, they did not glorify him
as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became worthless, and their senseless
hearts were darkened. ?’Claiming to be wise, they became fools ?3and exchanged the
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed
animals, and reptiles.



Romans 1:18-23 (CSB)

Therefore God delivered them over in the desires of their hearts to sexual impurity, so
that their bodies were degraded among themselves. 2°They exchanged the truth of God
for a lie, and worshiped and served what has been created instead of the Creator, who
is praised forever. Amen.

Romans 1:24-25 (CSB)

For this reason God delivered them over to disgraceful passions. Their women
exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. ¥’ The men in the same way also
left natural relations with women and were inflamed in their lust for one another. Men
committed shameless acts with men and received in their own persons the appropriate
penalty of their error. 2 And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge
God, God delivered them over to a corrupt mind so that they do what is not right.
29They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of
envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are gossips, *°slanderers, God-haters,
arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 3lsenseless,
untrustworthy, unloving, and unmerciful. 3?Although they know God'’s just sentence—
that those who practice such things deserve to die—they not only do them, but even
applaud others who practice them.

Romans 1:26-32 (CSB)

2. You can GIVE GOD the GLORY.

For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of
people who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth, °since what can be known
about God is evident among them, because God has shown it to them. 2°For his
invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen
since the creation of the world, being understood through what he has made. As a
result, people are without excuse.

Romans 1:18-20 (CSB)

All who make idols are nothing, and what they treasure benefits no one. Their witnesses
do not see or know anything, so they will be put to shame. 1°Who makes a god or casts
a metal image that benefits no one? !Look, all its worshipers will be put to shame, and
the craftsmen are humans. They all will assemble and stand; they all will be startled and
put to shame. °The ironworker labors over the coals, shapes the idol with hammers,
and works it with his strong arm. Also he grows hungry and his strength fails; he doesn’t
drink water and is faint. 1The woodworker stretches out a measuring line, he outlines it
with a stylus; he shapes it with chisels and outlines it with a compass. He makes it
according to a human form, like a beautiful person, to dwell in a temple. *He cuts
down cedars for his use, or he takes a cypress or an oak. He lets it grow strong among
the trees of the forest. He plants a laurel, and the rain makes it grow. 1°A person can use
it for fuel. He takes some of it and warms himself; also he kindles a fire and bakes bread;
he even makes it into a god and worships it; he makes an idol from it and bows down to
it. 18He burns half of it in a fire, and he roasts meat on that half. He eats the roast and is
satisfied. He warms himself and says, “Ah! | am warm, | see the blaze.” 1’He makes a god



or his idol with the rest of it. He bows down to it and worships, he prays to it, “Save me,
for you are my god.” ¥8Such people do not comprehend and cannot understand, for he
has shut their eyes so they cannot see, and their minds so they cannot understand. °No
one comes to his senses; no one has the perception or insight to say, “I burned half of it
in the fire, | also baked bread on its coals, | roasted meat and ate. Should | make
something detestable with the rest of it? Should | bow down to a block of wood?" ?°He
feeds on ashes. His deceived mind has led him astray, and he cannot rescue himself, or
say, “Isn’t there a lie in my right hand?”

Isaiah 44:9-20 (CSB)

The one who believes in the Son has eternal life, but the one who rejects the Son will
not see life; instead, the wrath of God remains on him.
John 3:36 (CSB)



