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WHY WE NEED COMMUNITY

1. We need community because we were CREATED for COMMUNITY. (Genesis 2:8-23)

Community with GOD.

Community with ONE ANOTHER.

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden, and there he put the man
he had formed. °The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were
the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 1°A river watering the
garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11The
name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there
is gold. 2(The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 33The
name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 4The
name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth
river is the Euphrates. °The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of it. 1°And the LOrRD God commanded the man, “You are
free to eat from any tree in the garden, ’but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
18The LorD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper
suitable for him.” ?Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild
animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would
name them, and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. ?°So
the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. But
for Adam no suitable helper was found. ?!So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a
deep sleep, and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up
the place with flesh. 2Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out
of the man, and he brought her to the man.” >>The man said, “This is now bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh, she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”
Genesis 2:8-23 (NIV)

2. We need community because we are BETTER TOGETHER. (Ecclesiastes 4:8-12)

In community we find PURPOSE.

In community we find PRODUCTIVITY.

In community we find PROTECTION.

There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil,
yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. “For whom am | toiling,” he asked, “and
why am | depriving myself of enjoyment?” This too is meaningless—a miserable



business! °Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 1°If
either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has
no one to help them up. 1*Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how
can one keep warm alone? ?’Though one may be overpowered, two can defend
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

Ecclesiastes 4:8-12 (NIV)

3. We need community because it's where we CELEBRATE JESUS together. (1 Corinthians
10:16-17)

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of
Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of
Christ? ¥Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the
one loaf.

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (NIV)



