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WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL ABOUT BAPTISM? 
    
The Story (Acts 8:26-40) 
  
v Philip’s Availability:  God uses US to SHARE the gospel. 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he 
met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the 
Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading 
the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and 
stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 
the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

Acts 8:26-30 (NIV) 

v The Ethiopian’s Questions: God DRAWS people to himself. 

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was 
reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was 
deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken 
from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet 
talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very 
passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.”   

Acts 8:31-35 (NIV) 

v The Meaning of Baptism:  God CHANGES our LIVES. 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?”  38 And 
he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down 
into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him 
again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and 
traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.”   

Acts 8:36-40 (NIV) 
 



Baptism is not . . . 
 
v A REQUIREMENT. 

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you 
fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished 
justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”   

Luke 23:39-43 (NIV) 

v A WAY to be SAVED. 
 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After 
being made alive,[d] he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned 
spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few 
people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 
angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.”   

1 Peter 3:18-22 (NIV) 
 

Baptism is . . . 
 
v A SYMBOL of new life. 

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 

Romans 6:3-5 (NIV) 
 

v A PICTURE of Jesus’s Death, Burial, and Resurrection. 
 



…having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with 
him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.  

Colossians 2:12 (NIV) 
 
v A first STEP of obedience. 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will 
call.” 

 Acts 2:37-39 (NIV) 


