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THE THIRD KING: HALF-HEARTED

When Solomon had finished building the temple of the LORD and the royal palace, and had
achieved all he had desired to do, ’the LORD appeared to him a second time, as he had appeared
to him at Gibeon. 3The LORD said to him: “| have heard the prayer and plea you have made before
me; | have consecrated this temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My
eyes and my heart will always be there. As for you, if you walk before me faithfully with integrity
of heart and uprightness, as David your father did, and do all | command and observe my decrees
and laws, ° | will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as | promised David your father
when | said, "You shall never fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.”

1 Kings 9:1-5 (NIV)

% The Half-Hearted person KNOWS what is right and TRIES to do it. (1 Kings 3:5-14)

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said,
“Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” °*Solomon answered, “You have shown
great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and
righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have
given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. ”“Now, LORD my God, you have made
your servant king in place of my father David. But | am only a little child and do not
know how to carry out my duties. ® Your servant is here among the people you have
chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. ° So give your servant a
discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For
who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 1°The Lord was pleased that Solomon
had asked for this. 11So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long
life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, 2| will do what you have asked. | will give you a
wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will
there ever be. *Moreover, | will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and
honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. *And if you walk in
obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your father did, | will
give you a long life.”

1 Kings 3:5-14 (NIV)
% But the Half-Hearted person is DIVIDED in obedience. (1 Kings 11:1-6)

King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. °They were from nations about
which the LORD had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because
they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to
them in love. *He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred
concubines, and his wives led him astray. “As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his
heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the
heart of David his father had been. °He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the




Sidonians, and Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. °So Solomon did evil in the
eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done.
1 Kings 11:1-6 (NIV)

% How do you fix an undivided heart? (Psalm 86:11-13)

e LEARN God’'s way.

e RELY on God's strength.

e ASK God to give you an undivided heart.

e PRAISE God for who He is and what He does.

Teach me your way, LORD, that | may rely on your faithfulness,; give me an
undivided heart, that | may fear your name. *2I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my
heart; | will glorify your name forever. 13For great is your love toward me; you have
delivered me from the depths, from the realm of the dead.

Psalm 86:11-13 (NIV)



