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“Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to
death.
Exodus 21:16 (ESV)

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for

you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28 (ESV)

Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow
worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4] thank my God always
when | remember you in my prayers, *because | hear of your love and of the faith that you have
toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, and | pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. “For | have
derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have
been refreshed through you. 8Accordingly, though | am bold enough in Christ to command you
to do what is required, °yet for love’s sake | prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a
prisoner also for Christ Jesus—1°l appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father | became in
my imprisonment. *}(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to
me.) 2l am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13| would have been glad to keep him
with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel,
Mput I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by
compulsion but of your own accord. *>For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while,
that you might have him back forever, no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant,
as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord. YSo if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he has
wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. *°I, Paul, write this with my
own hand: | will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 2°Yes, brother, |
want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. ?!Confident of your
obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do even more than | say. ?At the same time,
prepare a guest room for me, for | am hoping that through your prayers | will be graciously given
to you. 23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 4and so do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 2>The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit.

Philemon 1:1-25 (ESV)



1. Forgiveness, our CUSTOM.

Accordingly, though | am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is
required, °yet for love's sake | prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a
prisoner also for Christ Jesus—1°l appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father |
became in my imprisonment. *(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed
useful to you and to me.) 2| am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13|
would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your
behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, *but | preferred to do nothing without
your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own
accord. >For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might
have him back forever, no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a
beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in
the Lord.

Philemon 1:8-16 (ESV)

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his servants. 2When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. 2°And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 2°So
the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you
everything.’ ?’And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and
forgave him the debt. 2But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke
him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ ?°So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.’ 3°He refused and went and put him in prison
until he should pay the debt. *'When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken
place. 3>Then his master summoned him and said to him, "You wicked servant! | forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. *>*And should not you have had mercy
on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 3*And in anger his master delivered him
to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 3*So also my heavenly Father will do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Matthew 18:23-35 (ESV)

> We FORGIVE because He FORGAVE us.
2. HEAVEN in our Homes.

| thank my God always when | remember you in my prayers, >because | hear of your
love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, and |



pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every
good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. “For | have derived much joy and comfort
from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
through you.

Philemon 1:4-7 (ESV)

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 1°Your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 1!Give us this day our daily bread,
2and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. $3And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV)

So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. ‘8If he has
wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. *°I, Paul, write
this with my own hand: | will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own
self. 2%Yes, brother, | want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in
Christ.

Philemon 1:17-20 (ESV)

» Forgiveness will either SUSTAIN or REPAIR a family.




