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YOUR STRANGE GUIDE FOR CHRISTIAN EXILE LIVING 
 
I have given them your word. The world hated them because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I am not praying that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one. 

John 17:14–15 
 

Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that 
wage war against the soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so 
that when they slander you as evildoers, they will observe your good works and will 
glorify God on the day he visits. 13 Submit to every human authority because of the 
Lord, whether to the emperor as the supreme authority 14 or to governors as those 
sent out by him to punish those who do what is evil and to praise those who do 
what is good. 15 For it is God’s will that you silence the ignorance of foolish people 
by doing good. 16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 

1 Peter 2:11–17 
 
1. ABSTAIN from the DUSTY. 
 
Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that 
wage war against the soul. 

1 Peter 2:11 
 
 
Our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly wait for a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humble condition into the likeness 
of his glorious body, by the power that enables him to subject everything to himself. 

Philippians 3:20–21 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread, and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and signs were being performed through the apostles. 44 Now all the believers were 
together and held all things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and property 
and distributed the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Every day they devoted 
themselves to meeting together in the temple, and broke bread from house to 
house. They ate their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their number those 
who were being saved. 

Acts 2:42–47 



 
Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, 
promiscuity, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and anything 
similar. I am warning you about these things—as I warned you before—that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
and self-control. The law is not against such things. 24 Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying one another. 

Galatians 5:19–26 
 
There is a way that seems right to a person, but its end is the way to death. 

Proverbs 14:12 
 
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously walked 
according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, 
the spirit now working in the disobedient. 3 We too all previously lived among them 
in our fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we 
were by nature children under wrath as the others were also. 4 But God, who is rich 
in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, 5 made us alive with Christ 
even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 He also raised us 
up with him and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the 
coming ages he might display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is 
not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—9 not from works, so that no one can boast. 10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared ahead of time for us to do. 

Ephesians 2:1–10 
 
2. CONDUCT yourselves DIVINELY. 
 
Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that when they slander you 
as evildoers, they will observe your good works and will glorify God on the day he 
visits. 

1 Peter 2:12 
 
This is the judgment: The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil 
hates the light and avoids it, so that his deeds may not be exposed. 21 But anyone 
who lives by the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be shown to be 
accomplished by God.” 

John 3:19–21 



 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  

Matthew 5:16 
 
So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message 
about Christ. 

Romans 10:17 
 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does 
not have works? Can such faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothes 
and lacks daily food 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, stay warm, and be 
well fed,” but you don’t give them what the body needs, what good is it? 17 In the 
same way faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself. 18 But someone will say, 
“You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without works, and I will 
show you faith by my works. 

James 2:14–18 
 
3. SUBMIT yourselves HUMBLY. 
 
Submit to every human authority because of the Lord, whether to the emperor as 
the supreme authority 14 or to governors as those sent out by him to punish those 
who do what is evil and to praise those who do what is good. 15 For it is God’s will 
that you silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing good. 16 Submit as free 
people, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

1 Peter 2:13–17 
  
 
 


