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ADJUSTMENTS ARE NECESSARY 

1 Kings 19:15-21 
 
The Truth of Today: Major Adjustments lead to OBEDIENCE.  
 
Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own 
way, take up your cross daily, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But 
if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.” 

Luke 9:23-24 (NLT) 
 
Then the Lord told him, “Go back the same way you came, and travel to the wilderness of 
Damascus. When you arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king of Aram.16 Then anoint Jehu 
grandson of Nimshi to be king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat  from the town of Abel-
meholah to replace you as my prophet.”…. 19 So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat 
plowing a field. There were twelve teams of oxen in the field, and Elisha was plowing with the 
twelfth team. Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak across his shoulders and then walked 
away.20 Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after Elijah, and said to him, “First let me go and 
kiss my father and mother good-bye, and then I will go with you!” Elijah replied, “Go on back, but 
think about what I have done to you.” 21 So Elisha returned to his oxen and slaughtered them. He 
used the wood from the plow to build a fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat to 
the townspeople, and they all ate. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant. 

1 Kings 19:15-21 (NLT) 
 
Adjustments Leading to Obedience: 
 

1. You must come to REALITY.  
 
So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field. There were twelve teams of oxen 
in the field, and Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over to him and threw his 
cloak across his shoulders and then walked away. 

1 Kings 19:19 (NLT) 
 
“So why do you keep calling me ‘Lord, Lord!’ when you don’t do what I say? 

Luke 6:46 (NLT) 
 

2. You must realize it will COST you.  
 
Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after Elijah, and said to him, “First let me go and kiss my 
father and mother good-bye, and then I will go with you!” Elijah replied, “Go on back, but think 
about what I have done to you.” 21 So Elisha returned to his oxen and slaughtered them. He used 
the wood from the plow to build a fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat to the 
townspeople, and they all ate. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant. 

1 Kings 19:20-21 
 
“If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot 



be my disciple. 27 And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my 
disciple. 28 “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a 
building without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish 
it? 29 Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation before running out of money, and then 
everyone would laugh at you. 30 They would say, “There’s the person who started that building 
and couldn’t afford to finish it!” 

Luke 14:26-30 (NLT) 
 

3. You must absolutely DEPEND on God.  
 
So Elisha returned to his oxen and slaughtered them. He used the wood from the plow to build a 
fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat to the townspeople, and they all ate. Then he 
went with Elijah as his assistant.” 

1 Kings 19:21 (NLT) 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in 
all you do, and he will show you which path to take.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 
 


