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DANGER AHEAD — JUDGING OTHERS MAY BE HARMFUL TO YOUR SPIRITUAL HEALTH
Romans 2:1-16 (NLT)

So the LORD sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men in a certain
town. One was rich, and one was poor. 2The rich man owned a great many sheep and cattle. 3The
poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that little lamb, and it
grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it
in his arms like a baby daughter. #One day a guest arrived at the home of the rich man. But
instead of killing an animal from his own flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it
and prepared it for his guest.” >°David was furious. “As surely as the LORD lives,” he vowed, “any
man who would do such a thing deserves to die! ®He must repay four lambs to the poor man for
the one he stole and for having no pity.” “Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man!
The LORD, the God of Israel, says: | anointed you king of Israel and saved you from the power of
Saul. 8l gave you your master’s house and his wives and the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. And if
that had not been enough, | would have given you much, much more. °Why, then, have you
despised the word of the LORD and done this horrible deed? For you have murdered Uriah the
Hittite with the sword of the Ammonites and stolen his wife.

2 Samuel 12:1-9 (NLT)

1. Judging other people is so dangerous spiritually... as it leads to a false sense of SECURITY.
You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no
excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning
yourself, for you who judge others do these very same things. 2And we know that God,
in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 3Since you judge others for
doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God's judgment when you do the
same things? “Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with
you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn
you from your sin?

Romans 2:1-4 (NLT)

e There is a PRIDE that leads to being judgmental. (Vs 1-2)
e There is a PRICE to pay. (Vs 3)
e Thereis a PLAN to freedom. (Vs 4)

2. Judging other people is so dangerous spiritually... as it causes us to be BLIND to our own
faults.

But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up
terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous
judgment will be revealed. °He will judge everyone according to what they have
done. “He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory
and honor and immortality that God offers. 8But he will pour out his anger and wrath on
those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of
wickedness. °There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing what
is evil—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. 1°But there will be glory and honor and
peace from God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile.



Romans 2:5-10 (NLT)

e We are living in a period of GRACE.

e We are living with BLIND SPOTS.

3. Judging other people is so dangerous spiritually... as we start PLAYING God.
For God does not show favoritism. 2When the Gentiles sin, they will be destroyed, even
though they never had God's written law. And the Jews, who do have God'’s law, will be
judged by that law when they fail to obey it. > For merely listening to the law doesn't
make us right with God. It is obeying the law that makes us right in his sight. *Even
Gentiles, who do not have God's written law, show that they know his law when they
instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. °They demonstrate that God'’s law is
written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell
them they are doing right. 6And this is the message | proclaim—that the day is coming
when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life.

Romans 2:11-16 (NLT)

e We are to LIVE by God’s rules.
e We all have an INTERNAL moral compass.

e We all have no EXCUSE.

e We all need to allow God to be the JUDGE.



