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HOW CAN I BELIEVE THAT  

THE CHURCH IS GOD’S FAMILY IN THIS WORLD? 
Acts 2:42-47 NIV 

 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being saved. 

 Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) 
 

1. Understand the PURPOSE of the CHURCH. 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 

Acts 2:46-47 (NIV) 
 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 (NIV) 
  

2. Experience the BENEFIT of Christian community. 
 
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

Acts 2:43-45 (NIV) 
 

3. Recognize the church is made up of FALLIBLE human beings. 
 

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there 
is quarreling among you, my brothers. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-11 (ESV) 
 



“I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to 
draw away the disciples after them.”  

Acts 20:29-30 (ESV) 
 

4. Help the church SUCCEED in its mission. 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 

Acts 2:42 (NIV) 
 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrew 10:24-25 (NIV) 
 
 


