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THE GOSPEL AND THE GOVERNMENT 
Romans 13:1-7 CSB 

 
Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except from God, 
and the authorities that exist are instituted by God. 2So then, the one who resists the authority is 
opposing God’s command, and those who oppose it will bring judgment on themselves. 3For 
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the one in 
authority? Do what is good, and you will have its approval. 4For it is God’s servant for your good. 
But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the sword for no reason. For it is God’s 
servant, an avenger that brings wrath on the one who does wrong. 5Therefore, you must submit, 
not only because of wrath but also because of your conscience. 6And for this reason you pay 
taxes, since the authorities are God’s servants, continually attending to these tasks. 7Pay your 
obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to 
those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor. 

Romans 13:1-7 (CSB) 
 

1. God’s SOVEREIGNTY. (Vs 1-2) 
Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except 
from God, and the authorities that exist are instituted by God. 2So then, the one who 
resists the authority is opposing God’s command, and those who oppose it will bring 
judgment on themselves. 

Romans 13:1-2 (CSB) 
 

2. God’s ORDER. (Vs 3-5) 
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of 
the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will have its approval. 4For it is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the 
sword for no reason. For it is God’s servant, an avenger that brings wrath on the one 
who does wrong. 5Therefore, you must submit, not only because of wrath but also 
because of your conscience. 

Romans 13:3-5 (CSB) 
 

3. God’s WAY. (Vs 6-7) 
And for this reason you pay taxes, since the authorities are God’s servants, continually 
attending to these tasks. 7Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe 
taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to those you owe respect, and honor to 
those you owe honor. 

Romans 13:6-7 (CSB) 
 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to trap him by what he said. 16So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you 
are truthful and teach truthfully the way of God. You don’t care what anyone thinks nor 
do you show partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not?” 18Perceiving their malicious intent, Jesus said, “Why are you testing me, 



hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” They brought him a denarius. 
20“Whose image and inscription is this?” he asked them. 21“Caesar’s,” they said to him. 
Then he said to them, “Give, then, to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and 
went away. 

Matthew 22:15-22 (CSB) 
 

If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
Romans 12:18 (CSB) 

 
 
 


