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THE MYSTERIES OF CHRISTMAS
Luke 1:26-55 NIV

% The Mystery of the Angel’'s MESSAGE. (Luke 1:26-33)

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, ?’ to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 26 The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” ?° Mary was greatly
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 3° But the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his
father David, ** and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will
never end.”

Luke 1:26-33 (NIV)

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. 1° That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses,
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am
strong.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV)

% The Mystery of Mary’'s PREGNANCY. (Luke 1:34-38)

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?” 3> The angel answered
her, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 3¢ Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to
conceive is in her sixth month. 3 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “| am the Lord's
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
Luke 1:34-38 (NIV)

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)

% The Mystery of God's PLAN. (Luke 1:46-55)

“My soul glorifies the Lord 4’ and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, € for he has been
mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me
blessed, 4° for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name. °° His
mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. >! He has



performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their
inmost thoughts. >? He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the
humble. >3 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
>4 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful *> to Abraham and his
descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”

Luke 1:46-55 (NIV)

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to
you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 1! trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 2 It was revealed to them
that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have
now been told to you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit
sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

1 Peter 1:10-12 (NIV)

% There are three things that are mysteries but are worth remembering at Christmas:

e Godis FOR us.
e Godis WITH us.
e Godis AT WORK in our world.



