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THE LOCAL CHURCH

1. Why do we GATHER?
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. * And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders
and signs were being done through the apostles.
Acts 2:42-43 (ESV)

2. Whatis a CHURCH MEMBER?
| therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling
to which you have been called, ?with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing
with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs
to your call—>one Lord, one faith, one baptism, °one God and Father of all, who is over
all and through all and in all.

Ephesians 4:1-6 (ESV)

3. WHO does WHAT?

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 1¥so that we may no
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.

Ephesians 4:11-14 (ESV)

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, ?and what you
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will
be able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 2:1-2 (ESV)

4. How do we become a BETTER CHURCH?
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ, 1°from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so
that it builds itself up in love.

Ephesians 4:15-16 (ESV)



Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas.
She was full of good works and acts of charity. 3’In those days she became ill and died,
and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him,
“Please come to us without delay.” 3°So Peter rose and went with them. And when he
arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and
showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. 4°But
Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said,
“Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. *And he
gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented
her alive. “?And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.
43And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.

Acts 9:36-43 (ESV)

For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 1°So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, 2°built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, ?lin whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. ??In him you also are being built
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:18-22 (ESV)



