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COMMUNITY CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then,
whether | come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, | will know that you stand
firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 2® without being
frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed,
but that you will be saved—and that by God. ?° For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ
not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 39 since you are going through the same

struggle you saw | had, and now hear that | still have.
Philippians 1:27-30 (NIV)

1. The early church community changed the world because of their UNITY and LOVE for
each other.

“A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love
one another. > By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one

another.”
John 13:34-35 (NIV)

2. The early church community changed the world because of their COMPASSION for others.

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father;
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. % For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 3¢ | needed clothes and
you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to
visit me.” 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 3° When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’ 4° “The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”™

Matthew 25:34-40 (NIV)

3. The early church community changed the world because of their commitment to the
COUNTER-CULTURAL VALUES of the Gospel.

In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or
uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives

in all of us.
Colossians 3:11 (NLT)



