
 
Turning Point #10:  

Pietism and Conversion of the Wesleys 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had 
taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death. 
 

—John Wesley 



I. A Historical Faith 
 
A. Continental "Pietism" 
 
 

• Philipp Jakob Spener 
(1635–1705 CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Collegia pietatis ("pious assembly") 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



• Pia Desideria ("desired piety"—written in 1675 CE) 
 

o Six Proposals for Reform 
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

 
• August Francke and Johann Bengel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Pietism: Commitments and Potential Pitfalls? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B. English "Methodists": John and Charles Wesley 
 

• "Submitting to be more vile" (John Wesley) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Preserving—and adjusting—the Reformation Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C. Pietistic Evangelicals into the Future 
 
 
 

• Retrieving the Protestant Past… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Seeking a more Genuine Christianity… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II. The Interpretation of Scripture 
 
 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

—Luke 4:18–19 
 
 
 
And can it be, that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour's blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? 
For me, who him to death pursued? 
 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That thou, my God, shouldst die for me 

—Charles Wesley 
  

 
 

 



III. Love of God & Love of Neighbor (Matt. 22) 
 
 
What do these people, places, or events teach me about God? 

 
 
 
 
 
What do these teach me about myself? 
 
 
 
 
 
What can I do differently this next week based on something I've learned tonight? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



IV. Thought(s) for Next Session 
 
 
 
Read and meditate on these texts—and how they relate to one another—before our next session. 

 
 
 
 
 
““Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” 

—Matthew 6:19–21 
 
 
 
 
 
“Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, 
you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the 
Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not 
give up.” 

—Galatians 6:7–9 
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