Compelled by Christ’s love to pray

Share

When have you been really compelled to pray To be o Christian without

for something? prayer is no more possible
than to be alive without
breathing.

Martin Luther
A new series...

In 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul writes:

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died
for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

In this 4 week series (this prayer-based one is a prequel extra bonus to the series. The
1st of the 4 studies is for the week of 18/3 given that in this series the studies come
the week following the talks) we are unpacking 4 gospel truths which fuel our
mission as a church to live not for ourselves but for Jesus and his glory. Praise God, he
is the one who enables us to live for Jesus and to make disciples. So we are kicking
off this series in Growth Groups with a prayer meeting!

Later in the year we will have another focused opportunity to pray for our
communities and the wider world. But as we kick off this series it's a prime
opportunity to pray about what God is doing amongst us at Crossroads.

The plan

Across our time together we'll consider four different types of prayer, drawing on
passages from Colossians.
1) Adoration - we'll start by praising God for who he is and what he's done in
Christ
2) Confession - we'll say sorry to God for the ways we've disobeyed him.
3) Thanksgiving - in small groups we'll thank God for what he has been doing
among our congregations (North, Belco, Lake G and City) and our kids and
youth.



4) Supplication - we'll ask God to build his kingdom through our areas of
ministry.

Adoration - Praise God!

Read Colossians 1:15-20. What are some things God has done through Christ in this
passage?

Pray...
As a group, spend some time in open prayer praising God for who he is and what he has
done in Jesus.

Confession - sorry God

Read Colossians 3:1-10
Write out a prayer to God confessing ways you have followed ‘earthly’ ways rather than
God'’s ways.

After enough time, choose someone to lead the group in the following prayer, or say it
aloud together:

Merciful Father,

Thanksgiving - thank you God.

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving - Colossians 4:2.

Let's thank God for what he's been doing amongst us as a church, in our 4 congregations
and among our kids & youth. Spend a minute brainstorming what God has been doing



at your congregation. Then split into pairs or small groups, choose a group, read their
prayer points and spend time thanking God in prayer.

North Congregation

-  Thank God for the chance we
have to be present in local

Lake G Congregation

- Thank God for the new
people who've joined into
church, especially the
large number of students.

- Thank God for those at

City Congregation

Thank God for a great kick
off to the year, with lots of
visitors and lots of non
Christians engaging with
Jesus.

Thank Cod for the
chances we've had to eat
together and share
fellowship.

Thank God for our
Summer Growth Group
and the kicking off of our
12 growth groups.

Thank Cod for signs ups to
Escape and Getaway
(weekend camps for
workers and students)



Kids

Youth
- Thank God for our Friday
. . . - Thank God for the 21 new
night Kid's club - KidsBlast - uth who have come alon
for the 40 or so kids coming yo 9

to CrossFire (Friday night
youth group) so far this year.

- Thank God for how well the
new Ministry Centre has
worked for hosting Crossfire.

- Thank God for the college
students showing a real
hunger to come along and
grow in their faith and bring
friends on Friday nights.

- Thank God for the extra
youth coming along to
youth@Church at Belco and
Morth this year and the extra
leaders he's raised up.

along and the new leaders

Supplication - Please God...

Our big prayer is that God will enable us as a church to grow lifelong disciples as we work
together to help people reach, connect, grow, serve and love God. Split into new pairs or
small groups, read the verses from Colossians and pray for our ministry areas.

Please also:

‘ Reach Read Colossians 4:3-6. s Pray for those who came to the most recent
Sharing the gospel From these verses, Jesus on Life series:
b Eeigpgﬁﬁi . what will help us speak o That those engaging with the bible for
the gospel well? the first time would become Christian
Pray we would be doing o That those who are Christian would be
this as a church, strengthened in their faith

« Pray the participants in cur DivorceCare series
- that they would be experiencing healing in
the gospel

# Ask God to help our Crossroads congregations
be compelled by Christ's love to share the
gospel with their local communities.

s For the Crossroads English team to take every
opportunity to share the hope that we have in
Jesus with those who come to study english.



Connect Read Colossians 312-15
How should we treat
one another as God's - Pray that we would be a welcoming church.

- Pray our Connect Series’ would be very helpful

for new people finding their way into church.
Pray for the connect teamns for each

Please also;




Read Colossians 317 Please also:
e Thank Ged for all our teams! Pray that as

Read Colossians 316 Elease also:

o Pray God's word would ‘dwell in us richly’
when we gather on Sundays.
e Pray that we would grow in our love for

Praise God that he loves
to hear our prayers!




A note for leaders:
First up, thank you for leading your group in this precious time of prayer!

- For this study:
- It may be helpful to cut out the prayer points for the congregations and
ministry areas and hand them out to people
- Ifyou like to print out copies for your members, just print out copies of
pages 1-2.
- It would be worth mapping out how long each prayer time will take. Most
likely the sections will take longer and longer as they go.
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