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Uncommon valor



2 Samuel 23 New International Version

David’s Mighty Warriors
8 These are the names of David’s mighty warriors:
Josheb-Basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was chief of the Three; he 
raised his spear against eight hundred men, whom he killed in 
one encounter. 9 Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the 
Ahohite. As one of the three mighty warriors, he was with David 
when they taunted the Philistines gathered at Pas Dammim for 
battle. Then the Israelites retreated,



10 but Eleazar stood his ground and struck down the Philistines 
till his hand grew tired and froze to the sword. The Lord brought 
about a great victory that day. The troops returned to Eleazar, 
but only to strip the dead.



13 During harvest time, three of the thirty chief warriors came 
down to David at the cave of Adullam, while a band of 
Philistines was encamped in the Valley of Rephaim. 14 At that 
time David was in the stronghold, and the Philistine garrison 
was at Bethlehem. 15 David longed for water and said, “Oh, that 
someone would get me a drink of water from the well near the 
gate of Bethlehem!”



16 So the three mighty warriors broke through the Philistine 
lines, drew water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem and 
carried it back to David. But he refused to drink it; instead, he 
poured it out before the Lord. 17 “Far be it from me, Lord, to do 
this!” he said. “Is it not the blood of men who went at the risk of 
their lives?” And David would not drink it.

Such were the exploits of the three mighty warriors.



20 Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a valiant fighter from 
Kabzeel, performed great exploits. He struck down Moab’s two 
mightiest warriors. He also went down into a pit on a snowy day 
and killed a lion. 



21 And he struck down a huge Egyptian. Although the Egyptian 
had a spear in his hand, Benaiah went against him with a club. 
He snatched the spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him 
with his own spear. 22 Such were the exploits of Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada; he too was as famous as the three mighty 
warriors. 23 He was held in greater honor than any of the Thirty, 
but he was not included among the Three. And David put him in 
charge of his bodyguard.
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Commitment,  loyalty,  &  courage



Romans 15:4 New International Version

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to 
teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures 
and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.
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Josheb-Basshebeth



2 Samuel 23 New International Version

David’s Mighty Warriors
8 These are the names of David’s mighty warriors:
Josheb-Basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was chief of the Three; he 
raised his spear against eight hundred men, whom he killed in 
one encounter.

He was called Adino the Eznite,
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Eleazar



2 Samuel 23 New International Version

David’s Mighty Warriors
8 These are the names of David’s mighty warriors:
Josheb-Basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was chief of the Three; he 
raised his spear against eight hundred men, whom he killed in 
one encounter. 9 Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the 
Ahohite. As one of the three mighty warriors, he was with David 
when they taunted the Philistines gathered at Pas Dammim for 
battle. Then the Israelites retreated,



2 Thessalonians 2:3 New King James Version

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not 
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition,



Matthew 24:10-12 New King James Version

10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and 
will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up 
and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, 
the love of many will grow cold.



10 but Eleazar stood his ground and struck down the Philistines 
till his hand grew tired and froze to the sword. The Lord brought 
about a great victory that day. The troops returned to Eleazar, 
but only to strip the dead.



Hebrews 10:23-25 New Living Translation

23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for 
God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways 
to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And 
let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return 
is drawing near.
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the three



1 Samuel 22:1-2 New King James Version

22 David therefore departed from there and escaped to the 
cave of Adullam. So when his brothers and all his father’s house 
heard it, they went down there to him. 2 And everyone who 
was in distress, everyone who was in debt, and everyone who 
was discontented gathered to him. So he became captain over 
them. And there were about four hundred men with him.



 17 And David went out to meet them, and answered and said to them, “If 
you have come peaceably to me to help me, my heart will be united with 
you; but if to betray me to my enemies, since there is no wrong in my 
hands, may the God of our fathers look and bring judgment.” 18 Then the 
Spirit came upon Amasai, chief of the captains, and he said:
“We are yours, O David; 
We are on your side, O son of Jesse! 
Peace, peace to you, 
And peace to your helpers! 
For your God helps you.”
So David received them, and made them captains of the troop.
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Benaiah



20 Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a valiant fighter from 
Kabzeel, performed great exploits. He struck down Moab’s two 
mightiest warriors. He also went down into a pit on a snowy day 
and killed a lion. 



21 And he struck down a huge Egyptian. Although the Egyptian 
had a spear in his hand, Benaiah went against him with a club. 
He snatched the spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him 
with his own spear. 22 Such were the exploits of Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada; he too was as famous as the three mighty 
warriors. 23 He was held in greater honor than any of the Thirty, 
but he was not included among the Three. And David put him in 
charge of his bodyguard.



1 Chronicles 11 New King James Version

12 After him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, 
who was one of the three mighty men. 13 He was with David 
at [g]Pasdammim. Now there the Philistines were gathered for 
battle, and there was a piece of ground full of barley. So the 
people fled from the Philistines. 14 But they [h]stationed 
themselves in the middle of that field, defended it, and killed the 
Philistines. So the Lord brought about a great victory.





Ephesians 3:14-21
14 When I think of all this, I pray to you Father, 15 Creator of everything in 
heaven and on earth. 16 I pray that from Your glorious, unlimited resources 
You will empower with inner strength through Your Spirit. 17 That Christ will 
make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. That Your roots will grow 
down into God’s love and keep you strong.



18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, 
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you 
experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then 
you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes 
from God.20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power to do 
exceedingly and abundantly above and beyond … 21 Glory to him in the 
church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen.


