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The Power and Purpose of Prayer

Opening Remarks & Community Appreciation

The meeting began with gratitude for community efforts, specifically

those who helped clear snow, including Pastor Cary and young

Bryson.

Emphasis on the welcoming and family-like atmosphere within the

congregation.

Main Topic: The Power and Purpose of Prayer

Key Points

Prayer as the Path to Victory: On "Victory Sunday," the speaker

highlighted that true victory in life’s trials comes through prayer.

Common Disruptions: Acknowledged that distractions easily

interrupt prayer time, and emphasized the importance of

intentionality in maintaining it.

Biblical Foundation: Referenced the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6),

breaking down its components—God’s will, provision, forgiveness,

protection from temptation, and God’s glory.

Selfish vs. Selfless Prayer: Warned against using prayer as a list of

selfish demands. True prayer should align with God’s will rather than

personal desires.

Prayer Blockers: Unforgiveness and sin can hinder prayers from
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Prayer Blockers: Unforgiveness and sin can hinder prayers from

being heard.

Praying According to God’s Will: Quoted 1 John 5:14-15, stressing

that prayers aligned with God’s will are heard and answered with

confidence.

Examples from Scripture: Illustrated with biblical stories (disciples

wanting to call down fire, Job’s rash request, Daniel’s approach of

seeking God’s will through Scripture before praying).

Relationship Over Requests: Prayer is not just about asking for

things but about building a relationship with God, much like

spending time with a friend or elder to gain wisdom.

Delighting in God: Referenced Psalms and Matthew to highlight

that as believers delight in God and seek His kingdom, their needs

are met.

Questions Raised

Are we praying God’s will, or our own desires?

Do we spend enough time listening to God in prayer, or do we only

talk?

Decisions & Calls to Action

Encouraged the congregation to examine their prayer lives and

focus on praying through—persisting in prayer until peace,

assurance, and trust in God’s answer are achieved.

Urged listeners to spend quiet, non-transactional time with God to

deepen the relationship.

Emphasized the importance of knowing Scripture to pray effectively

and to stand against challenges.

Action Plans

Increase personal prayer and devotional life; set aside intentional,

distraction-free time for prayer.



distraction-free time for prayer.

Prioritize forgiveness and self-examination before coming to God in

prayer.

Study Scripture to better understand God’s will and promises.

Practice “praying through” until peace and confidence in God’s

answer are received.

Additional Topics
Encouragement for Young Believers

Advice to youth regarding prayer for life decisions, such as praying

carefully and thoughtfully for a future spouse.

Practical Illustration

Personal stories and humor were used to make points relatable (e.g.,

praying for too many horses, childhood lessons from elderly

neighbors).

Closing Invitation

The meeting ended by inviting the congregation to come forward for

prayer, to give thanks, and to trust God with their situations,

affirming that God’s answer is always better than what is expected.


