Friends
Week 4 Study

PowerG roup

Icebreaker

Have you ever had someone “unfriend” you on social media? How does
it feel?

1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NLT)

“I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in
harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united
in thought and purpose. For some members of Chloe’s household have told me about your
quarrels, my dear brothers and sisters. Some of you are saying, “l am a follower of Paul.” Others
are saying, “l follow Apollos,” or “I follow Peter, ” or “I follow only Christ.” Has Christ been
divided into factions? Was I, Paul, crucified for you? Were any of you baptized in the name of
Paul? Of course not!”

TN Acts 15:36-40 (NIV)

“Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us go back and visit the believers in all the towns
where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take
John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had
deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. They had such a sharp
disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul
chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord.”

Reflection Even though they had a disagreement and parted ways, what did they

NOT do? As Christians why should we remain unified even through
disagreements?




1 Corinthians 1:17-31 (NLT)

“For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News—and not with clever
speech, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose its power. The message of the cross is foolish
to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power
of God. As the Scriptures say, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the intelligence
of the intelligent.” So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s
brilliant debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look foolish. Since God in his wisdom
saw to it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish
preaching to save those who believe. It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And
it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom. So when we preach that Christ was crucified,
the Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it's all nonsense. But to those called by God to
salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. This foolish
plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God'’s weakness is stronger than the
greatest of human strength. Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in
the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. Instead, God chose things the
world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose things that
are powerless to shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things
counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.
As a result, no one can ever boast in the presence of God. God has united you with Christ Jesus.
For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us
pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If you want to boast,
boast only about the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NLT)

“The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are
being saved know it is the very power of God.”

Reflection What do these verses reveal about the believers in Corinth?
What prevented the Jews and Greeks Paul mentions from putting their
faith in Jesus?

Application

Is there someone that you had a disagreement or difference with that resulted in a

falling out? Be the first to make a move to reach out.



