
Week 9 Study

Icebreaker

Passage 1

Reflection

Matthew 5:38-41 (NIV)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth. But I tell you, do not resist an 
evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And if 
anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to 
go one mile, go with them two miles.”

Three ways to respond to Injustice!

1st way: Passivity – We withdraw
Pacifists – Despair – I have no options – Just stuff it down and ignore it.

2nd way: Revenge – We retaliate
Have you heard what they did? I will teach them!
Keep the violence in circulation – I suddenly feel better – revenge always escalates.

3rd way: A better way
Jesus shows you a third way...
The third way to respond is with Love!

You have your own late night talk show, who do you invite as your first 
guest?

Have you used all three of these responses? Please share your 
experiences. 

Our Virtual

Unanswered Questions

Passage 2 Matthew 5:44-48 (NIV)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 



Application

Journal

Three things it takes to love like Jesus!

1. Assurance
2. Strength
3. Grace

Know who you are in Christ, show strength to not retaliate in anger, but with love, and 
give grace upon grace!

Passage 2 Matthew 5:44-48 (NIV)
Mercy does not say you did not do something wrong. Mercy says that despite the wrong, I am 
not going to hold it against you!

Forgiveness does not say that there was not an injustice. Forgiveness says despite the injustice, 
I am going to let it go!

Grace does not say there is not a debt owed. Grace says that the price is paid on your behalf!
The cross is a reminder of how horrible we are and how loving He is!

Reflection What is Jesus saying to us here? How are we to act?


