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Detecting GI 
Bleeding

Melena

Hematochezia

Hemoptysis



More on 
Melena….
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Dark, tarry stool caused by upper 
(usually) GI bleeding

Takes at least 50-200 ml of bleeding to 
show up as melena

What this means…

• GI bleeding may be present without melena
• Keep it on the differential list 

• If there IS melena, the bleeding is considerable 
and rapid



Detecting GI Bleeding

Increased BUN Anemia

Regenerative or 
Non-regenerative

Hypoalbuminemia Mucosal defect on 
u/s



Maybe
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Detecting GI Bleeding

Fecal Occult Blood
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Causes: Inflammatory

• Ulceration
• Foreign body
• Inflammatory Bowel Disease
• Severe gastritis

• Including parasitism
• Severe pancreatitis
• Uremic gastroenteritis
• Hepatic disease, especially with portal hypertension
• Anaphylaxis



Causes: Infectious

• Histoplasmosis
• GI parasites
• Helicobacter 
• Toxoplasmosis
• Pythium
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IBD
NOT a common cause of GI bleeding
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Drug-induced GI 
Bleeding: NSAIDS

• A very, very common cause of GI 
bleeding in dogs

• Well-documented
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Drug-induced GI Bleeding: Steroids
Well documented in dogs
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Neoplasia: The Most Common Cause of GI Bleeding In Cats
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GI lymphoma Mast cell 
neoplasia Carcinoma

Leiomyosarcoma Leiomyoma Gastrinoma



A Word About MCT in Cats
• Visceral > cutaneous

• Spleen, intestinal 
• Cats rarely have circulating 

mast cells, so check a buffy 
coat 
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Trauma/Shock/Severe Stress
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What Do We KNOW in Cats? 
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What Do We KNOW in Cats? 
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4/13 had ulceration
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Other Random Causes

• Hydrogen Peroxide
• Swallowing blood

• Oral tumor
• Nasal tumor
• Dental disease

• Foreign body
• Hypoadrenocorticism
• Coagulopathy

• Congenital vs acquired
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Thank you! 

amsullivant@cvm.msstate.edu
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