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Are you a Mature Watermelon?
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"Making a BIG difference
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HOPE
In Life’s Storms




The Light
shines in the darkness,
and the darkness
has not overcomeit.

-John 1:5



Are you a mature watermelon?

* It’s really hard to spot a mature melon just by
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Are you a mature watermelon?

* It’s really hard to spot a mature melon just by Iooking at it.
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Looking at it- Appearance

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his
appearance or his height, for | have rejected him. The LORD
does not look at the things people look at. People look at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

| Samuel 16:7 (NIV)
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Are you a mature watermelon?

About the only way to judge the maturity of a
melon is to it.
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Are you a mature watermelon?

About the only way to judge the maturity of a
melonisto thump it.
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Are you a mature watermelon?

Things that _thump our faith:

1. Challenging
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Are you a mature watermelon?

Things that _thump our faith:

1. Challenging circumstances
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The Light
shines in the darkness,
and the darkness
has not overcomeit.

-John 1:5



Challenging Circumstances

“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He
knows those who take refuge in Him.”

Nahum 1:7

God is able to stop storms
. God gives us His umbrella of peace
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Are you a mature watermelon?

Things that _thump our faith:

2. Unexpected
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Are you a mature watermelon?

Things that _thump our faith:

2. Unexpected delays

@E Christian

Ed[5) Veterinary Mission




The Light
shines in the darkness,
and the darkness
has not overcomeit.

-John 1:5



Unexpected Delays

'”When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on
the road through the Philistine country, though that was
shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change
their minds and return to Egypt.”

Exodus 13:17 (NIV)
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Unexpected Delays

> Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the
wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order
to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would
keep his commands.

Deuteronomy 8:2 (NIV)
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Are you a mature watermelon?

Things that _thump our faith:

3. Difficult
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Are you a mature watermelon?

Things that thump our faith:

3. Difficult people
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The Light
shines in the darkness,
and the darkness
has not overcomeit.

-John 1:5



Difficult People

Jesus- 44 But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you

Matthew 5:44 (NIV)
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Are you a mature watermelon?

An immature melon will not continue to ripen
when it is from the
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Are you a mature watermelon?

An immature melon will not continue to ripen
whenitis detached from the vine
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Ripen on the vine

4 Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear
fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.

John 15:4 (NIV)
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Ripen on the vine

Jesus Calling by Sarah Young

“Come to Me and rest. | am all about you, to
bless and restore. Breathe Me in with each
breath. The way just ahead of you is very
steep. Slow down and cling tightly to My hand.
| am teaching you a difficult lesson, learned
only by hardship.”
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Are you a mature watermelon?

What can you do to remain on the vine?
v"Worship
v'Pray
v'Quiet time/ read the Bible
v'Small Group
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Are you a mature watermelon?

DAILY ACTIONS (how to remain on the vine).
“Lord, what are WE going to do today?”

“Lord, who am | going to connect with today?”
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What after taste are you leaving with people today?
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The Light
shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has
not overcome it.

-John 1:5

Pattg Scharko
hark@clevmson.edu

i - R03-422-6998
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