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Relationships	at	Work 

James	1:5 
	 
	“Our	problem	is	not	that	we	expect	too	much	help	from	God	at	work,	but	that	
we	expect	too	little.”	(The	Theology	of	Work)	 
	 
Here	are	two	principles	that	will	change	the	way	you	relate	to	people	at	work.	 
	 
1.     We	can	trust	God	to	provide	for	us.	 

	 
2.     We	must	work	for	the	benefit	of	others	in	need.	 

	 
	 
	 
1.     We	can	trust	God	to	provide	for	us.	 

	 
James	1:5–8	(ESV)	 
5	If	any	of	you	lacks	wisdom,	let	him	ask	God,	who	gives	generously	to	all	without	reproach,	
and	it	will	be	given	him.	6	But	let	him	ask	in	faith,	with	no	doubting,	for	the	one	who	doubts	
is	like	a	wave	of	the	sea	that	is	driven	and	tossed	by	the	wind.	7	For	that	person	must	not	
suppose	that	he	will	receive	anything	from	the	Lord;	8	he	is	a	double-minded	man,	unstable	
in	all	his	ways. 
	 
If	you	then,	who	are	evil,	know	how	to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	much	more	will	
your	Father	who	is	in	heaven	give	good	things	to	those	who	ask	him!		Matthew	7:11	(ESV)		 
	 



I	have	been	young,	and	now	am	old,	yet	I	have	not	seen	the	righteous	forsaken	or	his	children	
begging	for	bread.		Psalm	37:25	(ESV)	 
	 
And	God	is	able	to	make	all	grace	abound	to	you,	so	that	having	all	sufficiency	in	all	things	at	
all	times,	you	may	abound	in	every	good	work.		2	Corinthians	9:8	(ESV)	 
	 
	 
2.     We	must	work	for	the	benefit	of	others	in	need.	 

	 
James	1:26–27	(ESV)	 
26	If	anyone	thinks	he	is	religious	and	does	not	bridle	his	tongue	but	deceives	his	heart,	this	
person’s	religion	is	worthless.	27	Religion	that	is	pure	and	undefiled	before	God	the	Father	
is	this:	to	visit	orphans	and	widows	in	their	affliction,	and	to	keep	oneself	unstained	from	
the	world. 
	 
“Whenever	an	organization	meets	people’s	true	needs,	it	is	doing	God’s	work.”	
(p.	898) 
	 
“We	are	not	victims	of	the	world,	but	servants	to	the	world.”	(2	Peter	2:5)		 
	 
“…you	yourselves	like	living	stones	are	being	built	up	as	a	spiritual	house,	to	be	a	holy	
priesthood,	to	offer	spiritual	sacrifices	acceptable	to	God	through	Jesus	Christ.	…	9	But	you	are	
a	chosen	race,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	a	people	for	his	own	possession,	that	you	may	
proclaim	the	excellencies	of	him	who	called	you	out	of	darkness	into	his	marvelous	
light.	10	Once	you	were	not	a	people,	but	now	you	are	God’s	people;	once	you	had	not	received	
mercy,	but	now	you	have	received	mercy.			1	Peter	2:5,	9–10	(ESV) 
	 
“The	most	powerful	measure	of	our	trust	in	God	is	not	what	we	do	for	
ourselves	but	what	we	do	for	others.” 
	 
	 
Colossians	3:22–4:1	(ESV)	 
22	Bondservants,	obey	in	everything	those	who	are	your	earthly	masters,	not	
by	way	of	eye-service,	as	people-pleasers,	but	with	sincerity	of	heart,	fearing	
the	Lord.	23Whatever	you	do,	work	heartily,	as	for	the	Lord	and	not	for	
men,	24	knowing	that	from	the	Lord	you	will	receive	the	inheritance	as	your	
reward.	You	are	serving	the	Lord	Christ.	25	For	the	wrongdoer	will	be	paid	
back	for	the	wrong	he	has	done,	and	there	is	no	partiality.	1	Masters,	treat	
your	bondservants	justly	and	fairly,	knowing	that	you	also	have	a	Master	in	
heaven. 
	 
	 



If	you	work	under	people	–	be	hopeful,	you	receive	an	inheritance.	 
	 
If	you	work	over	people	–	be	fearful,	you	will	give	an	account. 

 
 


