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The Value of One
Luke 15

? For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1°
who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 1 Thessalonians
5:9-10 (ESV)

15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for
their sake died and was raised. 2 Corinthians 5:15 (ESV)

Why would we want to live for the Lord Jesus Christ?

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. ? And the Pharisees and
the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them
this parable:

4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? > And when he
has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. ¢ And when he comes home, he calls together
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that
was lost.” 7 Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep
the house and seek diligently until she finds it? ° And when she has found it, she calls together
her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that | had lost.” *°
Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

1 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property
between them. 3> Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey
into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.

20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. ?* And the son said to him,
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your
son.” %2 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 2 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us
eat and celebrate. % For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to celebrate....

28 But the older son was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him...>? It
was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,

and is found.’ ” Luke 15 (ESV)
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Some observations:

-Finding lost people, hurting broken people, will test your resolve.
-Being lost is due to rebellion, neglect, and wandering
-There is value in the number one.

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 1* How then will they call on him
in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? *°> And how are they to preach
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good
news!” Romans 10:13-15 (ESV)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 (ESV)
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