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WEEK 26|~ ROM:14:13-23

“LOVE THAT DEFERS”

“Whatever differences of opinion may arise in
the church, more important than the particular
decision is the spirit of love for one another. If we do
not have that in the forefront of our minds and hearts

and spirits, we are bound to go astray.”
— D. Martin Lloyd—Jones, Romans (1968)

* Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any
longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or
hindrance in the way of a brother. ** | know and am persuaded in
the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean
for anyone who thinks it unclean. = For if your brother is grieved
by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. By what you
eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. *° So do not let
what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. ** For the kingdom
of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. ©~ Whoever
thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.

““ So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual

upbuilding.
Romans 1%: 13 -19

However, not all possess this knowledge. But

some, through former association with idols, eat food

as really offered to an idol, and their conscience,

being weak, is defiled. Food will not commend us to God.
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if
we do. But take care that this right of yours does not

somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
1 Corinthians 8:7-9

Security £ Be Sifet

““ Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God.
Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make
another stumble by what he eats. ** It is good not to eat meat or
drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble.
““ The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God.
Blessed is the one who has no reason to pass judgment on
himself for what he approves. * But whoever has doubts is
condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For

whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.

Romans 1%: 20 - 23

"All things are lawful," but not all things are helpful. "All things
are lawful," but not all things build up. Let no one seek his
own good, but the good of his neighbor. Eat whatever is sold
in the meat market without raising any question on the ground
of conscience. For "the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness
thereof.” If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and
you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without
raising any question on the ground of conscience. But if
someone says to you, "This has been offered in sacrifice,"
then do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you,
and for the sake of conscience —— | do not mean your
conscience, but his. For why should my liberty be determined

by someone else's conscience?
1 Corinthians 10:23-29




