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“ | am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience
bears me witness in the Holy Spirit-- * that / have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my heart.* For | could wish that | myself were
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my
kinsmen according to the flesh. “ They are Israelites, and to them
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises. © To them belong the patriarchs, and from
their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all,
blessed forever. Amen.

The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of
the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with
jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling
him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, "It was
necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you
thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold,
we are turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us,
saying, "'l have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring
salvation to the ends of the earth."" Acts 13:44-47

" But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who
are descended from Israel belong to Israel, " and not all are children of
Abraham because they are his offspring, but "Through Isaac shall your
offspring be named." © This means that it is not the children of the
flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are
counted as offspring.

“ For this is what the promise said: "About this time next year | will
return, and Sarah shall have a son." ““ And not only so, but also when
Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, -
though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or
bad--in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not
because of works but because of him who calls -- ** she was told, "The

older will serve the younger" “* As it is written, "Jacob | loved, but Esau
| hated."

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is
no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you
are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to
promise. Galatians 3:28—-29

For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you

did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you
did not receive it? 1 Corinthians 4:7

““ What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no
means! = For he says to Moses, "l will have mercy on whom | have
mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | have compassion." *“ So
then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has
mercy. - For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose |
have raised you up, that | might show my power in you, and that my
name might be proclaimed in all the earth." * So then he has mercy on
whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.




