
ROMANS 13:1-7 
Who’s in Charge Here? 

 
How do your choices and attitudes need to change regarding authority? 

 
 
 

 
Are you currently breaking the law and need to stop? 

 
 
 

 
Does anything need to change about how you treat those in authority? 

 

 
God has given us clear direction in scripture to live as a people who 

demonstrate our submission to God by humbly, even sometimes 
painfully, submitting to earthly rule and authority. 

It is actually good for people to be under authority and for that authority 
to have the power to punish wrongdoing.  That power helps restrain 
our evil impulses and punishes a lack of restraint.  This is a gift of God 
to and for us and should be appreciated. 

We are called to go beyond just submission to the law but also to give them 
their due, respecting and honoring those in certain positions regardless 
of whether or not the individual in that position deserves such a 
response.  When we do so, we demonstrate our love for and submission 
to God.
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To disobey ___________ authority is to disobey ___________ 

authority. 

Criminals should rightly _________ the government, and 

governments should rightly _____________ criminals. 

Give _______________________ what is _________________ of 

their role in society. 
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