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MARK — Jesus & Offense
Pastor Danielle Burkholder

Mark 7:24-37
Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. In fact, as soon as 
she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit 
came and fell at his feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She 
begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.

“First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the 
children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

“Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”

Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”

She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

What’s Happening Here? 
At first glance, it looks like Jesus calls this woman a dog. And so how are we do 
understand? 

Last week, check out Dr. Ria’s message on clean and unclean. Because this story 
continues the theme of clean and unclean. 

Last week, the religous leaders were offended at Jesus’ disciples’ practices. And he 
turned the laws on them and called out their hypocrisy. Then he left the region and 
traveled about 50 miles without a car up to the region of Tyre and Sidon. They would 
walk about 18 - 20 miles a day. 

Mark wants us to know that right after clean and unclean, he travels far to the “unclean” 
vicinity. Israel never occupied this land after Deuteronomy. This was the region of God’s 
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enemies. This is not where a respectable Rabbi or his disciples would go. 

All these clues point to this being a very intentional trip that Jesus 
planned. Mark is writing this to show us something about who 
Jesus is and he’s putting it in this order. 

As soon as this woman heard about Jesus, she came and fell at his feet. There could 
be any number of reasons why Jesus kept his presence secret, and perhaps he was 
making space for her. Mark then records her details: 

Greek

Born in enemy territory

Her daughter has a demon (and we all know that all of us look at children and judge 
parents)

But yet she comes running to Jesus and begs Jesus to heal her daughter. 

And in this passage, the “children” clearly refers to Israel, and “toss it to the dogs” 
clearly refers to the Gentiles. 

A good hypothesis is that Jesus is expressing what everybody thinks. The Jews think 
the Gentiles are dogs, and so Jesus asks, “why would I give the provision for Israel, and 
toss it to the common non-Israelite dogs?” 

And Jesus cuts right to the fact that the value of this woman is diminished and 
demeaned in most everybody’s eyes. And he is piercing her heart. 
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⚔ When we come to Jesus, we might want a miracle, but he’ll look at you and 
see straight to your heart. And throughout scripture, he calls people’s heart 
issues out and on display. 

For so many people, it’s not even Jesus or God’s word that is offending them, the 
church is offending them. And some offense is warranted. 

But this woman, despite how society perceived her, she did not care about her own self 
image or what anyone said about her own value, and had a mission for her daughter. 
But so many people don’t have that in them. What’s amazing is Jesus traveled 50 miles 
to bring his proximity to those people. The religious would never go there and give them 
a chance. But Jesus went 100 miles out of his way to give “bread to the dogs.” 

⚔ He created a moment and an opportunity for everyone listening. This woman 
could either take that offense and be an obstacle, or an opportunity to 
exercise faith. And she chose faith. Her response, “Lord,” she replied. 

Lord — He compares her to a dog, and she responds, “Lord.” 

Complete surrender, complete submission, complete allegiance to whatever Jesus says 
and does. “Even your crumbs are good enough for me.” 

“For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.” She really needed 
freedom for her daughter and for their lives. 

He also created an opportunity for the audience to be shocked when he does exactly 
what she asks for and show them that it is not a gated community. If you come to Jesus, 
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and you are desperate, he will meet you where you are, no matter the uncleanness that 
is on you. 

Upon Pastor Danielle’s meditation, another scripture came to mind: 

For in Scripture it says:

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.”

Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,

“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,”

and,

“A stone that causes people to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 
destined for.

The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 1 Pe 2:6–8.

Jesus is the cornerstone you can build your life on, but he is also 
the rock of offense that will make you stumble. 

⚔ He called out her heart issue, essentially asking, “Are you ready for me to be 
Lord?” 
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We can either build our lives on him or we can be offended by him and stumble. 
Offenses will come into your life through God’s word or God’s people. 

Offenses are Opportunities
Offenses are opportunities. They can be an obstacle to faith or a chance to exercise 
faith. 

When someone offends us, do you have a choice in how you respond? YES. 

Intellectually, our brains can go yes. 

But when offenses come, we do not respond intellectually. We respond emotionally. Our 
emotions act like an elevator whose line has been cut and go crashing to the basement 
and our reactions come out of that with our faces, verbally, on a keyboard, with our fists. 

⚔ There is a huge offense to this woman, yet she responded with faith because 
she probably decided to do that before she got there.

Is he Lord? 

If he’s not answering you like you expect, 

Is he Lord? 

If he only has crumbs for you,

Is he Lord? 
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If you’re eating off the floor,

Is he Lord? 

Just like this woman, you have a choice to decide if he really is Lord. And if he is Lord, 
then there is a requirement. The “free” gift of salvation comes with an expectation: 
Allegience. If you received a gift from a King, you were his loyal subject. 

The King calls the shots because you received that gift from him. And in western 
culture, we have perverted the idea of what “free gift” means. 

⚔ We must realign our expectations to know that “free gift from a king” comes 
with an expectation of allegiance to that King.

Resiliency
People are more resilient to offense if they have a higher self-esteem. 

Now before you walk away with a “believe in yourself” message in your head, there is 
actually a way better way. 

There is a way to predetermine whatever situation we find ourselves in. 

⚔ We don’t need to prove our value; When Jesus is Lord, we’re protecting his 
image, not ours. We live to protect his image, not our image. 
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Jesus is Lord, and he is willing to travel any distance through any circumstance that the 
world throws against him to get in proximity to allow you a chance to respond to him. If 
you say he is Lord, you have an obligation to respond either in faith or in offense. 

As you leave, you need to consider if Jesus is Lord. And if he is, then you don’t protect 
your self-image, you protect his. 

And we have not represented his image well. We have forgotten about that becuase 
we’ve gotten so wrapped up in protecting our image. And when we say “protect his 
image,” we mean, “partner with the Holy Spirit to allow him to conform us into his 
image.” And become people of love, patience, peace. 

That has to be decided ahead of time. Are you going to try and 
protect your image or Jesus’ image? Being resilient to offense is not 
about our own self esteem but esteeming God and others higher 
than ourselves. 


