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He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a 
bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its stand? For whatever is hidden 
is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be 
brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to hear, let them 
hear.”

“Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you—and even 
more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, 
even what they have will be taken from them.”

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or 
gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know 
how. All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, 
he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or 
what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it 
grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big 
branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”

With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much 
as they could understand. He did not say anything to them without 
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using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 
explained everything.

The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2011), Mk 4:21–34.

We begin this week by continuing the conversation from two weeks ago, where the 
Jesus revealed in the parable of the sower that it if we don’t understand that one, we 
can’t hope to understand all of the rest of his parables. 

Jesus’ secret that he revealed was that the words of the kingdom of God are sown 
indiscriminately, that he doesn’t judge the condition of the soil, but only those who 
struggle to understand the word and let the “seed” grow up in them will reap 30 to 100 
fold what was originally sown. 

The Mystery of the Word
Now we continue listening to more of Jesus’ parables. How do we let the parable of the 
sower inform how to understand the rest of his parables? 

This week, we see three more parables.

The Faithful Farmer
This parable shows that all of the potential for growth is within the seed that is sown. 
The farmer doesn’t understand how it grows, and he can’t manipulate the seed to grow 
faster by shouting at it or willing it to. The seed grows at its own pace, and the point 
seems to be that sowing God’s word will reap a harvest. Even if the farmer goes to 
sleep. 
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The Mustard Seed
Jesus uses hyperbole to make a point: Something so small like a mustard seed can 
grow and have the potential to grow into something supernaturally large. The seed is 
the word, and no matter how insignificant it may seem, no matter how attacked it is — 
inaccurate, irrelevant, archaic — if we sow it, it has supernatural potential to become 
something so large that others can draw near and find rest and shelter — simply if it’s 
just sown. 

This is what the kingdom of God is like. It may seem small, but has the potential to 
change the sower’s life and the lives of everyone else who draw near. 

🌱 Jesus doesn’t judge the soil or the sowers, but all of the potential is in the 
word. The seed is the word, and Jesus is the word. 

The Lamp in Between the Seeds
Why is the parable of the lamp on the stand in between all these agricultural parables? 

In the parable of the sower, Jesus introduces the tension that his parables are meant to 
be hidden, and this week, we’re seeing Jesus saying that whatever is hidden is meant 
to be disclosed. 

The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
a light has dawned.
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The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2011), Is 9:2.

To those who are familiar with Isaiah’s words, a light will go on in their head and put the 
reference together. In other times of Jesus’ ministry, he says this: 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.”

The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2011), Jn 8:12.

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 
seeds.

The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2011), Jn 12:24.

The seed is the word, but Jesus is also the seed because he is the word, and he is the 
light. And the light of life was lifted up on a cross for all to see. 
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🌱 The kingdom of God is like a nobody born in Nazareth born to nobody 
parents from some nobody town, but is now revered by around 2.4 billion 
people in the world that are like a tree of life that are meant to provide shelter 
for the rest of the world. 

If your ears work, turn them towards the words to hear what Jesus is saying. 

And if we hear it, with whatever measure we use, that’s what we’ll receive, and even 
more. He is incredibly generous! He’ll give us more than we came to get. That’s God’s 
economy. 

What is the kingdom of God like? 

It’s a place of growth, full of farmers, and harvests, and seeds so large that they’re 
providing refuge to everyone else. This place of growth happens through the planting of 
Jesus’ words in us and in others. 

There is a warning that we can’t neglect however — if there are 
rocks and thorns and weeds in your hands, you won’t be able to 
approach God with a measure at all because your hands are too 
full. 

Consider first your view of the kingdom, and then consider the size of the 
measure you approach Jesus with. There are many good containers, but there are 
choices we can make. If you approach him with a tablespoon, well done! That is not to 
be disparaged. 

We must start somewhere — and whatever we come with, we’ll get that and even more. 
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