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LESSON 10 

Serving Others as a Witness 
1 John 3:16-18 

 
This lesson highlights that serving others is more than just kindness; it’s a powerful testimony to the world. 
Based on 1 John 3:16-18, we understand that true love is demonstrated through action, not just words. Just 
as Jesus gave His life for us, we are called to show sacrificial love in our daily lives. When we recognize a 
need and respond with compassion, we mirror the heart of Christ. Our service creates opportunities for 
gospel conversations and reveals the reality of God’s love to a watching world. 

Class Objective: To help Christians understand how genuine love and selfless service serve as powerful 
witnesses to the world, reflecting Christ's sacrificial love and opening doors for gospel conversations. 

 
Introduction 
Arguments don’t persuade most people; they’re moved by love. In a world where many are hurting, 
isolated, and ignored, genuine compassion truly stands out. That’s why how we serve matters. When we 
meet someone’s needs, listen to their pain, or step in to help—especially when it costs us something—
we’re not just doing a good deed. We’re showing people what Jesus is like. 

John said that if we understand the love of Christ, it should influence how we treat others. Genuine love 
appears, moves, and acts. When we serve others selflessly, people notice. Service builds trust, opens 
doors for conversations, and shows that the gospel is more than just words — it’s a way of life. 

As we begin this lesson, we'll explore how everyday acts of love and service can become powerful tools 
for evangelism. The people around us observe—not to gauge our knowledge, but to see if our lives 
reflect the One we follow. So, the question is simple: Is your love visible? 

Christ’s Love is the Pattern (v. 16) 
John begins with the greatest example of love: Jesus. “This is how we have come to know love: He laid 
down his life for us.” The gospel is not a theory or a principle; it’s a person. And Jesus didn’t just talk 
about love; He demonstrated it by dying in our place. That becomes the standard for how we define and 
show love in our own lives. 

When John says, “We should also lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters,” he isn’t calling 
everyone to die a martyr’s death. But he is calling us to a mindset of self-giving. To lay down your life 
means putting someone else’s needs above your own comfort, schedule, or resources. It means choosing 
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inconvenience if it blesses someone else. It means staying in the room when someone needs support, 
taking the call when it interrupts your day, or giving up your evening to help someone who’s struggling. 

If Jesus’ love was sacrificial, ours must be too. That’s what makes it compelling to a watching world. We 
don’t love to be seen; we love because we’ve been loved. And when we follow the pattern of Christ’s self-
giving, our service becomes a visible picture of the gospel. 

Love isn’t Abstract – It’s Practical (v. 17) 
It’s one thing to say you care; it's another to actually step in and help. That’s John’s point in verse 17: “If 
anyone has this world’s goods and sees a fellow believer in need but withholds compassion from him, 
how does God’s love reside in him?” He doesn’t let us hide behind good intentions. If we have the means 
to help someone and choose not to, that’s not love. That’s indifference. 

Notice how simple the situation is: you have something, you see a need, and then you decide what to do. 
Love isn’t just about what we feel; it’s about what we do. God’s love changes how we respond to others 
in real time—with our money, time, homes, and energy. If our faith stays in the realm of theory or 
theology but never leads to action, it’s incomplete. 

This kind of love requires us to see clearly. We need to slow down enough to recognize the needs around 
us. It could be a family member who’s overwhelmed, a single mom who needs a break, an elderly 
neighbor who’s lonely, or a friend facing financial stress. When we respond with generosity and 
compassion, we not only meet a need—we demonstrate the love of Jesus. 

Words Aren’t Enough – Action is Required (v. 18) 
John concludes this brief but impactful section with a challenge: “Little children, let us not love in word 
or speech, but in action and in truth.” This doesn’t mean our words are meaningless, but they’re hollow if 
not supported by real love in action. People don’t just need to hear “I care about you” or “God loves 
you.” They need to see it in the way we show up, give, serve, and stay. 

There’s no shortage of talk in the world. What’s missing is love that truly moves. When we talk about 
Jesus but ignore those who are hurting, or when we post about faith but don’t live it out, we lose 
credibility. But when our actions match our message—when our love is consistent, patient, generous, 
and genuine—that’s when the world begins to listen. 

“Truth” in this verse means sincerity, consistency, and depth. It’s not performative love. It’s not selective 
compassion. It’s love that keeps showing up, even when it’s complicated, inconvenient, or unnoticed. This 
kind of love can’t be faked. And that’s precisely why it’s such a powerful witness. 

Practical Teaching and Application 
We often think of evangelism as speaking, teaching, or persuading. But sometimes the most powerful 
way to open someone’s heart to Jesus is simply by serving them. In 1 John 3:16-18, John shifts the focus 
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from words to actions. True love shows itself through deeds. And when the world witnesses Christians 
consistently loving others through service, barriers fall and hearts open up. 

Here’s how to live that out: 

1. Look for Needs. Don’t Wait to Be Asked 

Stay alert. People rarely say, “I need help,” but signs are everywhere—tiredness, frustration, loneliness, 
anxiety, and practical needs. Pray for God to help you see them. Be the one who offers support, not just 
the one who waits for a request. 

2. Start Small and Be Consistent 

You don’t have to solve someone’s entire life to make a difference. Help a neighbor carry groceries. Bring 
a meal to a new parent. Offer a ride. Text someone who’s struggling. It’s the steady rhythm of kindness 
that builds trust over time. 

3. Serve Sacrificially, Not Conveniently 

Helping is easy when it fits your schedule or costs little. But genuine love, shaped by the gospel, appears 
even when it’s difficult. It shifts priorities and gives despite the pain. When people see that kind of love, 
they begin to believe that God’s love might be real too. 

4. Link Service to the Savior 

Serving others opens the door, but at some point, we also need to explain why we serve. “I’m doing this 
because Jesus has been so generous with me.” “I want you to know you’re not alone, and God hasn’t 
forgotten you.” Acts of love create space for words of hope. 

5. Make It a Lifestyle, not a Project 

This isn’t about single acts. It’s about becoming the kind of person who reflects Jesus daily. When you 
live with a heart willing to serve, you’ll find more opportunities to witness than you ever expected. 

Conclusion 
Love that never shows itself isn’t love at all. According to John, if we truly know Christ, it will be 
evident—not just in our beliefs or words, but in how we treat others. The gospel isn’t something we only 
speak; it’s something we live out. Every act of service becomes an opportunity to reflect Jesus' sacrificial 
love. And in a world that’s become cynical about speech, people are more likely to trust what they can 
see. When we serve others, we don’t just meet needs, we bear witness. So let your love take action. Let 
your compassion lead to connection. And let your life proclaim Christ long before your words ever do. 

For Discussion 
1. What does it mean to “lay down your life” in everyday life—not just in extreme situations? 
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2. Why is it easy to talk about love but harder to act on it? 

3. What keeps us from helping when we see someone in need? How can we overcome that? 

4. Can you think of a time when someone’s service to you made a lasting impact? What did it show 
you? 

5. How can serving others create opportunities to talk about Jesus? 

6. Who in your life right now might need to see Christ through your love in action? What’s one step 
you can take this week? 


