LESSON 24

Finishing the Story: Trusting the King to the
End

2 Samuel 23:8-24:25

““Iwill not offer to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.”
2 Samuel 24:24

Class Overview: This final lesson brings the entire book to a close. Instead of one continuous story, these chapters
give us a series of snapshots—David’s mighty men, a song of praise, final reflections, and one last failure with lasting
consequences. At first glance, it can feel disconnected. But it’s not.

These chapters function like a summary and evaluation of David's reign. We see strength, loyalty, worship, failure,
judgment, repentance, and restoration—all placed side by side. That's intentional. The message is clear: David was a
great king, but not a perfect one. His life points beyond himself to a greater King—one who would come from his
line and succeed where he fell short. This lesson helps us step back and see the big picture. Not just of David’s life—
but of what God has been doing all along.

Class Objectives:

By the end of this class, you should be able to:

1. Understand the purpose of the closing chapters of 2 Samuel.

2. Recognize the role of faithful service in God’s kingdom (David’s mighty men).

3. Reflect on the seriousness of sin—even late in life.

4. See the importance of repentance and costly obedience.

5. ldentify how David’s life points forward to a greater King.
Introduction:

As we come to the end of 2 Samuel, we’re not given a neat, chronological ending. Instead, we’re given
perspective. It’s like stepping back from a painting. Up close, we’ve seen individual scenes—David’s rise,

his victories, his failures, the consequences, and the restoration. But now we see how it all fits together.
We see his strength—but also his weakness.
We see loyalty from others—but also the cost of leadership.

We see worship—but also sin that still lingers even late in life.
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And that last part is important. David is older here. He has walked with God for years. And yet, in
chapter 24, he still makes a serious mistake. That should get our attention. Growth is real—but so is the
need for continued humility and dependence on God. At the same time, we see something else: David
responds differently than he once did. There is quicker repentance. There is deeper awareness. There is
a willingness to take responsibility and act. So as we walk through this final lesson, we’re not just asking,

“What happened?”
We're asking: What does a life look like when it’s lived with God over the long haul?

Because that’s where this book leaves us.

Faithful Service Matters (23:8-39)

This section highlights David’s mighty men—those who stood with him, fought with him, and remained
loyal through difficult moments. Some of the stories are almost unbelievable. Men standing their ground
against overwhelming odds. Risking their lives out of loyalty. Going above and beyond what was

expected.
And it would be easy to read this and focus only on their strength.

But the deeper point is this: God’s work is never done by one person alone. David may be the king,
but his story is filled with the names of others who made his leadership possible. There’s also a powerful
moment when these men risk their lives to bring David water from Bethlehem. But David refuses to

drink it and instead pours it out before the Lord.
Why?

Because he recognizes the cost. That moment reminds us that devotion is not measured by convenience.
It is measured by sacrifice. These men served with loyalty. David recognized their sacrifice. And God

honored that kind of faithfulness. No role was insignificant. No act of loyalty was overlooked.

Even Late in Life, We Must Stay Watchful (24:1-9)

Chapter 24 begins with a troubling moment: David orders a census of Israel. On the surface, that may
not seem like a major issue. But the problem is not counting people—it’s what the counting represents.
This was about control. About security. About measuring strength in numbers instead of trusting in

God.

And even Joab, who is not always portrayed positively, recognizes something is wrong and tries to stop
him. But David moves forward anyway. That’s what makes this so instructive. This is not a young,
impulsive king. This is an experienced leader. And yet, he still makes a decision rooted in misplaced

trust.

Which means this: no matter how long we’ve walked with God, we are never beyond the need for

vigilance. Spiritual maturity does not eliminate temptation. It requires ongoing humility.

Conviction and Repentance Must Be Immediate (24:10-17)
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After the census, David’s conscience strikes him.
“I have sinned greatly in what I've done.”

There’s no excuse. No blame-shifting. Just clarity. And that’s a marked difference from earlier failures in
his life. He owns it quickly. God sends the prophet Gad with a message: judgment is coming, and David

must choose how it will unfold.
David’s response is telling:
“Please, let us fall into the Lord’s hands because his mercies are great...”

He would rather trust God’s mercy than rely on human control. That’s growth. Even in failure, there is a
deeper awareness of who God is. Repentance is not just saying the right words—it’s turning back to the

right place.
Sin Has Consequences, but God is Merciful (24:15-17)

The consequences are severe. A plague spreads through the land. Lives are lost. And David sees the cost
of his decision—not just for himself, but for others. That’s one of the hardest truths in Scripture: our

choices don’t just affect us. David pleads with God:
“I am the one who has sinned. .. but these sheep, what have they done?”

There’s a shepherd’s heart here. He feels the weight of what has happened. And then God stops the
destruction. Mercy interrupts judgment. That’s not because the sin didn’t matter—but because God’s

mercy is greater than the moment of judgment.

True Worship Costs Something (24:18-25)

2 Samuel closes with one of the most powerful statements in David’s life. He is instructed to build an

altar. Araunah offers to give him everything needed for the sacrifice—free of charge. But David refuses.
“TIwill not offer to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.”

That’s the final note of 2 Samuel. Worship is not about ease. It’s not about convenience. It’s not about
giving what requires nothing from us. True devotion carries weight. David understood that by the end of
his life. And that’s where the book leaves us—not with perfection, but with a man who has learned what

matters.

Practical Application

As we step back from the entire book, a few things become clear.

We are reminded that no one walks this path alone. The people around us matter. Faithfulness—often

unseen and uncelebrated—is essential to what God is doing.

We are reminded that growth does not remove the need for humility. Even late in life, we must stay

grounded and dependent on God.

We are reminded that when we fail, the response matters. Quick, honest repentance keeps us anchored.
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We are reminded that our choices have real impact—not just on us, but on others.
And we are reminded that following God will cost something. Time. Energy. Comfort. Control.

But it is worth it.

Conclusion

2 Samuel does not end with a perfect king. It ends with a real one. A man who trusted God, failed at
times, learned through it, and kept coming back. And that’s the point. David’s life is not meant to be

copied in every detail—it’s meant to point us forward. Because the story is not ultimately about David.

It’s about the King who would come from his line. The one who would rule perfectly, lead with complete
righteousness, and bring lasting peace. David shows us what it looks like to walk with God over time. But

he also shows us why we need something more.
And that leaves us with one final question:

Are we walking in a way that prepares us not just to live well... but to finish well?

For Discussion

1. What stands out to you about the role of David’s mighty men in chapter 23? What does that
teach us about serving together?

2. Why was the census in chapter 24 such a serious issue? What does it reveal about misplaced
trust?

3. How does David’s response to sin in this chapter compare to earlier moments in his life?
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4. What does David’s statement about costly worship (24:24) challenge in our own approach to

serving God?

5. Aswelook back over the entire book, what lessons from David’s life do we most need to carry

forward?
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