
 

Week 4: The Death of Ish-bosheth Tuesday AM Class ’25-26 October 28, 2025 

LESSON 4 

The Death of Ish-bosheth 
2 Samuel 4 

 

Now when Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, heard that Abner had died in Hebron, his courage failed, and all Israel was 
horrified, 2 Samuel 4:1. 

 
Class Overview: 2 Samuel 4 records the final collapse of Saul’s dynasty and the death of his son, Ish-bosheth. When 
fear gripped Israel and ambition drove men to treachery, David stood firm in righteousness. While Baanah and 
Rechab sought to “help” God’s plan through murder, David trusted the Lord to fulfill His promises in His own time. 
His justice and integrity marked him as a king who ruled by principle, not politics. This chapter reminds us that 
God’s purposes never depend on sinful means and that true strength lies in patient obedience to His will. 

Class Objectives:  

By the end of this class, you should be able to: 

1. Summarize the main events and characters in 2 Samuel 4. 
2. Explain how Ish-bosheth’s death marked the end of Saul’s house and prepared the way for David’s reign. 
3. Describe David’s response to Baanah and Rechab’s crime and what it reveals about his faith and integrity. 
4. Apply the principles of trusting God’s timing and refusing sinful shortcuts in their own decisions. 
5. Recognize how David’s justice foreshadows the perfect righteousness of Christ, the eternal King. 

 

Introduction 
When Abner was murdered, the fragile balance of power in Israel fell apart. Abner had been the real 
strength behind Saul’s son, Ish-bosheth. Without him, the kingdom north of Judah had no direction. 
Word of Abner’s death sent fear throughout Israel, and Ish-bosheth lost heart. The text says his courage 
failed, literally, “his hands became weak.” The man who sat on Saul’s throne had never possessed Saul’s 
strength or David’s faith. 

This chapter brings to a close the long struggle between the house of Saul and the house of David. 
Through betrayal, deceit, and ambition, God’s promise to establish David as king still moved forward. 
Yet the way it happened shows a clear contrast between human schemes and divine purpose. 

Two men, Baanah and Rechab, saw the political chaos as their chance to rise in power. They were 
captains in Saul’s army, but their loyalty to Ish-bosheth was shallow. They decided to murder him in cold 
blood, thinking David would reward them for eliminating his rival. Instead, David’s reaction once again 
revealed the heart of a righteous king. 
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The story of 2 Samuel 4 is not about the cleverness of men but the providence of God. It reminds us that 
His promises never depend on sinful hands. While others rushed, schemed, and killed to seize advantage, 
David waited for God to act. And in doing so, he showed what true faith and integrity look like. 

A Kingdom in Fear (4:1-3) 
When Ish-bosheth heard that Abner was dead, the text says, “his courage failed, and all Israel was 
dismayed.” The one man who had given him credibility and direction was gone. Without Abner’s 
leadership, the house of Saul had no real foundation. What remained was fear, confusion, and loss of 
confidence. 

Israel had followed Ish-bosheth out of habit and tradition, not conviction. Their loyalty to Saul’s family 
was political, not spiritual. When Abner died, they realized the inevitable: the house of David was rising, 
and the house of Saul was collapsing. Human power, built on pride or politics, cannot stand against 
God’s purpose. 

In the middle of this description, the writer adds what seems like a side note, the story of Mephibosheth, 
Jonathan’s son. When news of Saul and Jonathan’s deaths came from Jezreel, his nurse tried to flee with 
the boy, but in the panic, he fell and became lame. This brief reference is not random. It reminds us that 
God still preserved Saul’s family through Jonathan’s line, setting the stage for David’s later kindness in 
chapter 9. Even as one branch of the family perished, God’s grace remained at work behind the scenes. 

This opening section paints a picture of a kingdom built on fear, contrasted with David’s kingdom built 
on faith. Fear always drives people to rash decisions; faith waits for God’s direction. Ish-bosheth’s failure 
shows what happens when leadership lacks conviction and trust in God. 

The Treachery of Baanah and Rechab (4:4-8) 
Baanah and Rechab were brothers and captains in Ish-bosheth’s army. They had served under Saul’s son, 
but their hearts were not loyal. When they saw the kingdom collapsing, they decided to act in self-
interest. They entered Ish-bosheth’s house in the heat of the day, pretending to collect grain, and 
murdered him while he rested on his bed. 

Their motives were not devotion to David or faith in God’s promise. They acted out of ambition and 
fear, hoping to gain a reward by removing David’s last rival. Carrying Ish-bosheth’s head, they traveled to 
Hebron and proudly presented it to David, saying, “Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, son of Saul your 
enemy; the Lord has given vengeance to my lord the king this day.” They tried to justify their crime by 
claiming it was God’s will. 

This is a tragic example of how people can twist the name of God to defend their own sin. They confused 
divine purpose with personal gain. Instead of serving God, they used His name as a cover for murder. 

Their act stands in stark contrast to David’s repeated restraint throughout his years of waiting. Twice, he 
had the chance to kill Saul and refused. He had punished the Amalekite who claimed to have killed Saul, 
declaring that no one had the right to destroy the Lord’s anointed. Yet these men ignored all that. They 
thought David would celebrate their violence. 
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Good intentions cannot excuse evil deeds. God’s promises never require us to sin to make them happen. 
Baanah and Rechab’s story is a warning against confusing our own ambitions with the will of God. 

David’s Justice 
When Baanah and Rechab arrived in Hebron with Ish-bosheth’s head, they expected praise. They 
thought David would thank them for removing his rival. Instead, David was horrified. His response 
showed the same conviction that had guided him through all his years of waiting. 

David reminded them of a similar moment in his past, when an Amalekite claimed to have killed Saul. 
That man thought he was bringing good news, but David had him executed for striking down the Lord’s 
anointed. Now he said to these brothers, “How much more when wicked men have killed a righteous 
man in his own house on his bed!” 

David saw Ish-bosheth’s death not as a political victory but as a wicked act of murder. Even though Ish-
bosheth had been his rival, David viewed him as an innocent man, one undeserving of betrayal. So, he 
ordered that Baanah and Rechab be put to death. Their hands and feet were cut off, their bodies 
displayed as a warning, and Ish-bosheth’s head was buried with honor in Abner’s tomb. 

This moment reveals much about David’s character. He refused to let his kingdom be built on 
bloodshed. He would not allow others to carry out in sin what he refused to do himself. By acting justly, 
David showed that the throne of Israel would be established on righteousness, not revenge. 

His decision also demonstrated his trust in God’s timing. David knew the throne was already his by 
divine promise. He didn’t need to sin, manipulate, or reward wrongdoing to make it happen. God’s plan 
would come to pass in His way and in His time. 

This is a powerful reminder that integrity in leadership matters. Those who serve God must reject the 
temptation to compromise, even when the shortcut seems beneficial. David’s justice not only removed 
guilt from his house but also set the moral tone for his reign. 

Practical Application 
1. God’s promises never need our help through sin. 

Baanah and Rechab thought they were “helping God” by killing Ish-bosheth. In reality, they 
were resisting His will. God does not need us to cut corners, manipulate outcomes, or justify 
wrongdoing to fulfill His purposes. Faith means trusting that He will accomplish His plan in His 
way and in His time. 

2. Integrity matters more than advancement. 
David refused to benefit from sin. His choice cost him nothing in the end — God exalted him in 
due time. That’s a powerful lesson for anyone who faces the temptation to take unethical 
shortcuts. The path of righteousness may be slower, but it’s always safer. 

3. Our motives reveal our hearts. 
The brothers’ ambition exposed what was really inside them. They used God’s name for selfish 
gain. True service to God is done from pure motives, not for reward or recognition. 



33 

Week 4: The Death of Ish-bosheth Tuesday AM Class ’25-26 October 28, 2025 

4. Leaders must model righteousness. 
David’s justice set a tone for his reign. He showed that no one, not even loyal soldiers, could act 
against God’s commands without consequence. Churches, families, and organizations need the 
same kind of moral clarity in leadership today. 

5. God’s providence is never threatened by human evil. 
Even as sin and betrayal surrounded David, God’s plan moved forward. What others meant for 
harm, God used for good. That truth brings peace when we face unfairness or corruption — 
God’s purposes will stand. 

Conclusion 
The story of 2 Samuel 4 closes the long struggle between Saul’s house and David’s. It’s a dark chapter, 
full of fear, betrayal, and murder, yet through it all, God’s purpose stands. Ish-bosheth’s death did not 
bring David joy. It grieved him that men would use violence and deceit in God’s name. David’s response 
reminds us that righteousness must never be sacrificed for results. 

While others tried to seize control of God’s plan, David waited. He trusted that what God promised, 
God would complete. That same trust should guide us today. We don’t have to manipulate outcomes or 
rush God’s timing. His will unfolds according to His wisdom. Our task is simple: remain faithful, act 
justly, and leave the results to Him. 

The fall of Saul’s house teaches that no kingdom built on pride or fear can last. Only those who walk in 
humility and integrity will stand secure. As we watch David’s character unfold, we see a picture of the 
true King who would come through his line, Jesus Christ, who reigns in righteousness and establishes 
His throne forever. 

For Discussion 
1. What does Ish-bosheth’s reaction to Abner’s death reveal about his character and leadership? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Baanah and Rechab believe their act of murder would please David? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 
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✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does David’s reaction to their crime show his respect for God’s authority? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

4. What lessons about integrity and patience can we learn from David’s example? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

5. How does this story point us to Christ, the perfect and righteous King? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎_________________________________________________________________

✎_________________________________________________________________

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

 


