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Post Pandemic Introspection 

It certainly feels good to be on what appears to be the other side of the pandemic. It's exciting to think 
that after almost 26 months our worship assembly on May 1 will go back to a normal communion service 
with the trays being passed, additional singing, and men leading closing prayer. It's such a blessing and I 
personally want to thank all of you who have persevered patiently as our elders have thoughtfully 
considered what is best for the entire congregation in making each decision along the way.  

What we have experienced is certainly unprecedented. Across the country congregations reacted in 
unique ways. Obviously, we responded here two years ago by deciding to go remote with our services for 
several months. While we were already doing some video and livestream work, before the pandemic it 
was limited. We were using basic equipment on a standard internet connection that often proved to be 
unreliable. At the time, the web platform we had could not handle the bandwidth due to all the viewers. 
So we invested heavily in new technology and a new platform. Our AV team worked relentlessly. At its 
peak over 30,000 people each month were accessing our Facebook page ... mostly due to our livestream. 
And while not the sole contributor, our livestream has in large part led to 21 new families identifying 
with us over the last 27 months ... and over 30 guests from the Dayton area with us in this building last 
Sunday. Over this time ... we have not lost a single member due to their choosing to stay away from 
services. Not one. 

Now I understand this is not the case everywhere and online my social media feeds are filled with 
preacher concerns about people choosing to stay home and watch the service from home rather than 
being present with the saints in the assembly. May I suggest the reasons why some have lost members 
are much more than just a livestream? What about poor leadership, stale worship, little 
interaction/connection/love between members, and bad preaching? What about the injection of politics 
into the congregation's focus? The pandemic exposed many of these things and now it is incumbent on 
congregations to engage in serious introspection ... and not be distracted by what they may disagree with 
on how another church in the area has chosen to respond. The pandemic exposed massive spiritual 
immaturity and neglected teaching on basic matters of love for brethren, respect for leadership, patience 
with each other, and dependence on God. 

Instead of guilting people back to church, Cornerstone does a great job in creating the type of 
atmosphere that makes people want to come back. When you are not here, you most certainly miss it. 
We should all be thankful for the unified, communicative leadership of our shepherds who strove to be 
very up front with us on what the protocols would be, the providing of specific dates and timelines on 
what our response would be, and the tasking of a deacon who is in charge of our medical team. There 
have been countless hours of Zoom calls with all sorts of people as we've tried to work out the best 
solutions. We've fought hard not to get political. We've preached often on unity, patience, and getting 
along with those we disagree. It's been constant work ... but productive ... and as you pause to observe 
what has happened here at Cornerstone the last two years ... you can see the hand of God as He has 
blessed us. Your cooperation, patience, and love for one another is commendable ... and a sign of 
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spiritual maturity. We certainly don't know what the future holds ... things may become a challenge again 
... but I know everyone here is fully committed to practicing the principles of love, mercy, compassion, 
and grace. I can't wait to see how God works as we move forward. What about you? 


