
 

 

Week 23: The Last Words of David Tuesday AM Class ’25-26 April 28, 2026 

 

LESSON 23 

The Last Words of David 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 

 

 “The God of Israel spoke; the Rock of Israel said to me: ‘The one who rules the people with justice, who rules in 
the fear of God, is like the morning light when the sun rises…’” 

2 Samuel 23:3-4 

 
Class Overview: Second Samuel 23 opens with what are called “the last words of David.” This is not the final 
sentence he ever spoke, but a final, reflective statement about leadership, righteousness, and God’s faithfulness. 

David speaks as a king who has learned through years of success, failure, and restoration. He describes what a 
righteous ruler looks like and how such leadership brings blessing to the people. At the same time, he contrasts that 
with the fate of the wicked, who will not endure. This short section carries weight. It is not about events. It is about 
perspective. David is looking back over his life and speaking with clarity about what truly matters. 

Class Objectives:  

By the end of this class, you should be able to: 

1. Understand the significance of David’s “last words.” 
2. Identify the qualities of righteous leadership described in the text. 
3. Recognize the contrast between the righteous and the wicked. 
4. Reflect on how God’s covenant with David shapes his confidence. 
5. Apply lessons about living with clarity and faithfulness over time. 

 

Introduction: 
Second Samuel 23 begins with a shift in tone. After chapters of conflict, battles, and tension, we hear 
David speak one more time in a reflective way. He is older now. He has lived through triumph and 
failure. He has seen what works and what does not. These are not rushed thoughts. They are settled 
convictions. 

David begins by identifying himself in several ways — as the son of Jesse, the man raised up, the 
anointed king, and the one who sang for Israel. But then he makes something clear: what he is about to 
say is not just his opinion. He says the Spirit of the Lord spoke through him. That gives weight to 
everything that follows. 
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David then describes what a ruler should be like. Not just strong or successful, but just. A leader who 
fears God and governs with righteousness brings blessing to others. His leadership is like the light of 
morning — steady, life-giving, and clear. 

But David also knows the other side. He has seen wickedness and knows it does not last. The contrast is 
sharp. One brings life and growth. The other is destined for removal. This passage invites us to think 
about the end of life. What will matter most? What will still stand? 

David answers that question with clarity. 

A Life Directed by God’s Word (23:1-2) 
David begins by grounding everything he says in the authority of God. 

“These are the last words of David… The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; his word was on my tongue.” 

David is not simply reflecting on life experience or offering personal advice. He is speaking as one who 
has been shaped, corrected, and guided by God over time. And that’s the key. David’s life wasn’t 
perfect—but it was directed. From the pasture to the palace, from victory over Goliath to failure with 
Bathsheba, one consistent thread runs through his life: God kept speaking, and David kept responding. 
Sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly, but he never fully shut God out. 

That’s what sets him apart. 

We’re not reading the words of a flawless man. We’re hearing from someone who has learned—through 
years of walking with God—that the only stable foundation for life is the voice of the Lord. 

David understood something that is easy to miss: A life shaped by God’s Word doesn’t mean a life 
without failure. It means a life that keeps coming back to God’s Word. 

That’s why his “last words” carry weight. They are not theoretical. They are tested. There’s also a quiet 
warning here. If we go through life guided only by instinct, culture, or personal preference, we may reach 
the end with very little clarity. But if our lives are consistently shaped by what God says, we will finish 
with conviction—not confusion. David is showing us what it looks like to live under the authority of 
God’s voice—and to finish well because of it. 

Righteous Leadership Brings Life (23:3-4) 
David now moves from who is speaking to what kind of life and leadership truly matters. 

“The God of Israel spoke; the Rock of Israel said to me: 

‘The one who rules the people with justice, 

who rules in the fear of God, 

is like the morning light when the sun rises…’” 

This is one of the clearest statements in Scripture about what makes leadership effective in God’s eyes.  

Not power. Not charisma. Not success by worldly standards. 
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Justice and the fear of God. 

A person who leads this way doesn’t just manage people—they bring life to them. David uses a powerful 
image: the light of sunrise. After a long, dark night, the first light breaks through. Everything becomes 
visible. Everything begins to grow again. That’s what righteous leadership does. It creates clarity. It 
brings stability. It allows others to flourish. 

Then he adds another image—rain on new grass. In an agricultural world, that meant survival, growth, 
and blessing. Without it, everything withers. With it, everything thrives. 

When leadership is grounded in reverence for God and committed to what is right, it doesn’t just affect 
the leader—it blesses everyone under that influence. 

And this goes far beyond kings and rulers. This applies in the home. In the church. In friendships. In any 
place where we have influence. When we operate with integrity and a genuine respect for God, we bring 
light into dark places and refresh people who are worn down. But the opposite is also true—and David 
knows it. Leadership without the fear of God doesn’t produce life. It produces confusion, instability, and 
harm. 

David is not just describing an ideal. He’s pointing to a reality he has seen play out over a lifetime. The 
kind of life we live—and the way we influence others—either brings light and growth… or it doesn’t. 

Confidence Rooted in God’s Covenant (23:5) 
David now turns inward. After describing righteous leadership, he reflects on his own life—and he does 
it with striking honesty. 

“Is it not true my house is with God? For he has established a permanent covenant with me, 

ordered and secured in every detail…” 

David knows something we need to hear: his confidence is not rooted in his performance. If it were, this 
would be a very different statement. He knows his failures. He knows where he fell short. He knows the 
damage he caused at times. Yet here he stands, near the end of his life, expressing confidence—not in 
himself—but in what God has done. That’s the shift. 

David looks at his life and doesn’t say, “I did everything right.” He says, “God has been faithful.” The 
covenant God made with him—promising a lasting kingdom—was not built on David’s perfection. It 
was built on God’s purpose and promise. 

He describes that covenant as: 

• Permanent — it will not be undone 

• Ordered — it is not random or unstable 

• Secure — it is held together by God Himself 

That gives David peace. 

Then he adds something deeply personal: 
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“Will he not bring about my whole salvation and my every desire?” 

In other words, David trusts that what God started, God will complete. That’s a powerful place to stand 
at the end of life. Not looking back with regret alone. Not trying to justify everything. But resting in the 
faithfulness of God. This doesn’t excuse sin—but it does highlight something greater: God’s work in our 
lives is bigger than our worst moments. David’s confidence is not arrogance. It’s trust. And that’s where 
real stability comes from—not from a flawless record, but from a faithful God. 

The Fate of the Wicked is Certain (23:6-7) 
David closes his final words with a sharp contrast. After speaking about righteousness, blessing, and 
God’s covenant, he now addresses the other side—the outcome of a life that rejects God. 

“But all the wicked are like thorns raked aside; 

they can never be picked up by hand. 

The man who touches them must be armed with iron and the shaft of a spear. 

They will be completely burned up on the spot.” 

There’s no softening here. David compares the wicked to thorns—not useful, not productive, not 
something you gather or preserve. Thorns don’t build anything. They hinder, they wound, they damage. 

And notice what he says: they are set aside. That’s the key idea. A life lived apart from God may appear 
strong for a time, but it does not endure. It does not last. In the end, it is removed. Then the imagery 
intensifies. Thorns aren’t handled carefully—they’re dealt with decisively. Burned. Eliminated. Gone. 

David is reminding us of something that can easily be ignored in the middle of life: not everything has 
the same outcome. There is a real and lasting difference between a life shaped by God and one that 
resists Him. And here’s what makes this sobering—David isn’t speaking theoretically. He has watched 
this play out. He has seen men rise and fall. He has seen the consequences of pride, rebellion, and self-
rule. 

So he ends his final words with clarity: 

• Righteousness brings life and blessing 

• God’s covenant brings security 

• But wickedness does not endure 

This isn’t just about others. It’s a call for reflection. What kind of life are we building? What kind of end 
are we moving toward? David doesn’t leave that question open-ended. He answers it plainly. 

Only what is aligned with God will last. 

Practical Application 
David’s final words push us to think beyond the moment we’re in. He’s not reacting—he’s reflecting. 
And that’s something we don’t do often enough. We tend to live in the immediate. What’s urgent. 
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What’s in front of us. What feels pressing right now. But David steps back and asks a bigger question: 
What actually lasts? 

And that changes everything. 

First, we need to let God’s Word shape our direction over time. Not occasionally. Not when things fall 
apart. But consistently. A steady diet of God’s truth builds a steady life. We don’t drift into clarity—we 
grow into it by listening, adjusting, and staying anchored. 

Second, we need to take seriously the influence we have. Whether it’s in our home, our relationships, or 
the church, the way we live affects others. When we operate with integrity and a genuine fear of God, we 
bring light into situations that could otherwise stay dark. That’s not dramatic—it’s daily. Small choices, 
repeated over time, shape the environment around us. 

Third, we need to rest in what God has done, not just what we have done. If we’re honest, we all have 
things we would change. David certainly did. But he doesn’t end his life defined by failure. He ends it 
grounded in God’s faithfulness. That’s where stability comes from—not pretending we got everything 
right, but trusting that God keeps His word. 

And finally, we need to take seriously the direction of our lives. David doesn’t blur the line between 
righteousness and wickedness. He makes it clear—one endures, the other does not. That doesn’t mean 
we live in fear, but it does mean we live with awareness. The path we choose matters. 

So here’s the question this passage leaves us with: If we stepped back and looked at our life the way 
David does here… what would we see? 

Because one day, we will. 

Conclusion 
David’s final words are not long—but they are weighty. He doesn’t try to summarize everything. He 
doesn’t revisit every victory or failure. Instead, he distills his life down to what truly matters: God’s 
Word, righteous living, God’s faithfulness, and the certainty of how it all ends. 

That tells us something. 

When everything is stripped away—time, opportunity, reputation—what remains is not how impressive 
life looked, but how it was lived before God. David had seen enough to know this: what is rooted in God 
endures, and what is not… does not. And maybe that’s the real force of this passage. It pushes us to think 
ahead. Not in a vague way, but honestly. 

What kind of life are we building right now? What will still stand when everything is revealed for what it 
truly is?  

David speaks as someone who has walked the road, made mistakes, been corrected, and learned to trust 
God deeply. And at the end, he doesn’t cling to his record—he rests in God’s faithfulness. That’s where 
clarity comes from. That’s where peace comes from. And that’s how a life finishes well.  

So we’re left with a simple but serious challenge: 
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Live in such a way now that, when the time comes, there’s no confusion about what mattered most. 

For Discussion 
1. Why does David emphasize that his words come from the Spirit of the Lord (vv. 1–2)? What 

does that teach us about the authority of what he is saying? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. In verses 3–4, how does David describe righteous leadership? Where do we see opportunities to 
reflect that kind of influence in our own lives? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What stands out to you about David’s confidence in God’s covenant in verse 5, especially in light 
of his past failures? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why do you think David ends with such a strong warning about the fate of the wicked (vv. 6–7)? 
What does that add to the overall message? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 
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✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. If you were summarizing your life right now the way David does here, what would you want to 
be true—and what might need to change? 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ _________________________________________________________________ 

✎ ______________________________________________________________


