LESSON 1

Introduction to 2 Samuel

I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will carry out all my will, Acts 13:22.

Class Overview: The book of 2 Samuel tells the story of David’s reign, highlighting both his victories and his failures.
Israel’s first king, Saul, had been rejected because of disobedience, but God chose David, a man after His own heart.
Though David sinned grievously, his willingness to repent set him apart. In 2 Samuel we see God'’s faithfulness in
keeping His covenant, His sovereignty over all events, the devastating effects of sin, and His mercy toward the
repentant. Ultimately, the book points forward to Jesus Christ, the true Son of David, whose eternal kingdom fulfills
God’s promises.

Class Objectives:
By the end of this class, you should be able to:

Explain the background and purpose of 2 Samuel within Israel’s history.
Identify the central theological themes of the book: covenant, sovereignty, sin, and mercy.
Understand how David could be called “a man after God’s own heart” despite his sins.
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Recognize the ways key characters (Joab, Mephibosheth, Absalom) illustrate lessons about loyalty, grace,
and rebellion.

5. Connect the Davidic covenant to its fulfillment in Christ, seeing how 2 Samuel points forward to the
eternal kingdom of Jesus.

Introduction

THE BOOK OF 2 SAMUEL picks up where 1 Samuel leaves off, with David rising to the throne after Saul’s
tragic downfall. Israel had demanded a king so they could be like the nations around them (1 Samuel
8:5). God gave them Saul, who looked the part of a strong leader, but Saul’s heart was far from God. His
disobedience cost him the kingdom, and his story ended in despair. In contrast, God chose David, a
shepherd boy from Bethlehem, and raised him up to be king.

David is remembered as “a man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22). That phrase has shaped how
generations have thought about him, but it also raises an important question. How could someone who
committed adultery, arranged a murder, and made terrible mistakes as a father and leader still be
described that way? The answer lies not in David’s perfection, but in his response to sin. When
confronted, David humbled himself, confessed, and sought God’s mercy. His life reminds us that being

“after God’s heart” means living in repentance and surrender, not in flawless obedience.
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This makes 2 Samuel more than just a book of history. It is the story of God working through a deeply
flawed man to establish His promises. As we study it, we will see the victories of David’s reign, the
failures that brought pain into his family, and the faithfulness of God that never wavered. At the heart of
the book is the promise of God to establish David’s house forever, a promise that ultimately points us to

Jesus, the true Son of David whose throne will never end.

Setting the Stage

When we open 2 Samuel, Israel is in transition. Saul, the first king, is dead. His reign began with promise
but ended in tragedy because he failed to listen to God. Instead of leading God’s people with humility
and obedience, Saul trusted in himself. His disobedience at Gilgal (1 Samuel 13) and his refusal to
destroy the Amalekites as God commanded (1 Samuel 15) revealed a heart that valued appearances
more than submission. Samuel told him plainly: “To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22).

From that point forward, Saul’s kingdom was doomed.

In contrast, God had already chosen David. He was not impressive by outward standards. Even Samuel,
when he saw David’s older brothers, thought one of them must be the chosen king. But God said, “The
Lord sees the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). David was anointed as king long before he wore the crown. His
rise was slow and painful, marked by years of running from Saul and waiting on God’s timing. That

period prepared him to lead with patience, faith, and trust.

By the time we reach 2 Samuel, David is finally recognized as king. First, he rules in Hebron over Judah,
and later he unites the entire nation under his reign in Jerusalem. But this story is not just about politics
or military conquest. It is about God shaping His people and revealing His plan. David is central, but the
true focus is on God’s faithfulness. He will keep His promises. He will guide His people. And He will use

a flawed man like David to point forward to the coming Messiah.

So, the stage is set: Israel has its king. But the greater story is this—through David’s line, God is
preparing the world for Jesus Christ, the King who will reign forever.

The Purpose of 2 Samuel

2 Samuel is a sacred history; God’s account of how He worked through David’s reign to advance His
plan of salvation. The book covers about forty years, beginning with David’s rule over Judah in Hebron
and then extending to his reign over all Israel from Jerusalem. But more important than the timeline is

the purpose behind the events.

At its heart, 2 Samuel shows us the faithfulness of God. He made a covenant with David in chapter 7,
promising that David’s house and kingdom would be established forever. This covenant is the backbone
of the entire book. Every victory, every failure, every hardship in David’s life unfolds against the

backdrop of God’s promise that from his line would come the Messiah: the true and eternal King.

The book also teaches the seriousness of sin. David’s life is a study in contrasts. On one hand, we see
moments of great faith: his victories over enemies, his desire to honor God, his compassion toward

Mephibosheth. On the other hand, we see devastating failure: his adultery with Bathsheba, the arranged
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murder of Uriah, and the rebellion of his own son Absalom. These stories remind us that even forgiven
sin brings painful consequences. 2 Samuel does not sugarcoat the truth: the wages of sin are real, and

they ripple through families and nations.

Another purpose is to show the sovereignty of God. Human choices, good or bad, cannot derail His
plan. Even as enemies threatened, as David stumbled, or as the nation faltered, God’s hand was still at
work. He is the One writing the story. David may be the central figure in the narrative, but God is the
true King of Israel.

For us today, the purpose of 2 Samuel is clear. It is a call to trust in God’s promises, to repent when we
fall, and to see Christ as the ultimate Son of David. This book teaches us that God’s kingdom does not

rest on human strength but on His faithfulness.

Key Characters in 2 Samuel

While David is at the center of 2 Samuel, many other figures play important roles in shaping his story.
These characters remind us that leadership, loyalty, and sin are never isolated, they affect families,

armies, and nations.

David is the most obvious figure. He is both a man of deep faith and a man who falls hard into sin. He
shows us what it means to trust God, whether facing Goliath, leading Israel in battle, or seeking the
Lord’s will before acting. Yet his failures are just as memorable. His sin with Bathsheba and the death of
Uriah mark a turning point in the book. After this, the sword never departs from his house (2 Samuel
12:10). His life reminds us that God can use broken people, but also that disobedience carries lasting

consequences.

Joab, the commander of David’s army, is one of the most complex men in the book. On one hand, heis a
gifted military leader who secures victories for David. On the other hand, he is ruthless and self-serving.
Joab murders Abner (2 Samuel 3:27) and later kills Absalom against David’s command (2 Samuel
18:14). His life shows the danger of being skilled and successful outwardly while lacking integrity

inwardly.

Mephibosheth, the crippled grandson of Saul, is a surprising figure in the story. By all human
expectation, he was a rival to David’s throne. Instead, David shows him kindness, restoring to him Saul’s
land and inviting him to eat at the king’s table “like one of the king’s sons” (2 Samuel 9:11).
Mephibosheth is a powerful picture of grace: the weak, the undeserving, brought near and honored
because of the king’s kindness.

Absalom, David’s son, reveals the painful side of David’s failures. Absalom was charismatic and
handsome, but his pride and bitterness drove him to rebellion. He won the hearts of the people, staged a
coup against his father, and nearly destroyed the kingdom. His story is one of ambition, vengeance, and
ruin. Absalom’s end is tragic, and it grieved David deeply, reminding us that sin’s effects are most painful

when they touch our own families.
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Together, these characters show us the highs and lows of David’s reign. Through them, we see faith and
loyalty, but also betrayal, pride, and tragedy. And behind them all, we see God’s hand working: teaching

lessons, keeping promises, and pointing forward to a better King who would come from David’s line

Lessons About God

2 Samuel is not simply about David. It is about God. When we step back and look at the story, several

truths about God’s character stand out clearly.
God keeps His promises.

The high point of 2 Samuel is chapter 7, where God makes a covenant with David. He promises that
David’s throne will be established forever, and that from David’s line would come a king whose reign
would never end. This promise stretches far beyond David or Solomon. It points directly to Jesus Christ,
the Son of David, who now reigns as King of kings (Luke 1:31-33). Every battle David fought, every trial
he endured, every moment of success or failure—all of it unfolded under God’s steady hand, fulfilling

His word. For us, this reminds us that God’s promises are sure. He does not forget His covenant.
God sees the heart.

From the very beginning, God showed that He does not choose people the way men do. He chose David
over his stronger, older brothers because He saw his heart (1 Samuel 16:7). In 2 Samuel, that truth
continues. Even when David sinned, God looked at the heart of a man who would repent and turn back
to Him. That is why David could still be called a man after God’s heart: not because he never stumbled,
but because he always returned. For us, this is encouraging. God is not looking for perfect people; He is
looking for humble hearts that seek Him.

God forgives, but sin still has consequences.

When Nathan confronted David about his sin with Bathsheba, David confessed immediately: “I have
sinned against the Lord” (2 Samuel 12:13). Nathan assured him that the Lord had forgiven him. Yet
Nathan also said the sword would never depart from his house. And we see the fallout in the rebellion of
Absalom, the death of David’s infant son, and the ongoing strife within his family. God’s mercy is real
and greater than our sin, but He does not erase the earthly consequences of disobedience. This should

make us take sin seriously.
God is sovereign.

Throughout 2 Samuel, God’s rule is never in doubt. Nations rise and fall, kings plot, armies rebel —but
nothing can overturn His will. He raised David to the throne in His timing, and He humbled David
when he sinned. Even David himself recognized this truth. At the end of his life, he said, “The Spirit of
the Lord spoke through me, his word was on my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2). Behind all the drama of 2

Samuel is the hand of a sovereign God who is writing His story.

In these lessons, we come face to face with the God who is faithful, merciful, just, and in control. 2

Samuel is really about Him.
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Why 2 Samuel Matters for Us

It is easy to read 2 Samuel as just an ancient story about kings and battles. But this book was written for

our instruction (Romans 15:4). The lessons are meant to shape our faith and point us toward Christ.
First, faithfulness does not mean perfection.

David’s life teaches us that God is not looking for flawless people. He is looking for people who will trust
Him, repent when they fall, and seek His will above their own. David failed badly, but he kept returning
to the Lord. That is what made him a man after God’s heart. This is good news for us, because we too

stumble. What matters is not that we never sin, but that we humble ourselves before God when we do.
Second, sin always brings consequences.

Even though David was forgiven, his sins tore through his family and his kingdom. Sin always destroys. It
damages relationships, it weakens trust, and it brings pain that lingers long after forgiveness. We must
not take sin lightly. The story of David reminds us to take responsibility for our choices and to avoid the

false comfort of thinking, “I'll just ask forgiveness later.” God forgives, but sin still scars.
Third, God’s mercy is greater than our failures.

David’s story is proof that God does not abandon His people, even when they fall. His grace restores.
Psalm S1, David’s prayer of repentance, shows the heart of a man who knew he had sinned but also knew
God’s mercy. For us, this points to the gospel of Jesus Christ. If God could forgive and still use David, He

can forgive and use us too.
Finally, 2 Samuel points us to Christ.

The covenant in 2 Samuel 7 is the key that unlocks the whole book. God promised David a throne that
would last forever, and that promise was fulfilled in Jesus. Matthew opens his Gospel by calling Jesus
“the Son of David” (Matthew 1:1). In Revelation, Jesus calls Himself “the root and descendant of David”
(Revelation 22:16). 2 Samuel pushes us forward to the greater King who reigns even now and invites us

into His eternal kingdom.

That is why 2 Samuel matters. It is not just about David. It is about God’s promises, our need for

repentance, and the hope we have in Christ.

Conclusion

2 Samuel is the story of a king, but more importantly, it is the story of the King. David’s life was full of
victories and failures, triumphs and heartbreaks. He was a man of courage, a man of worship, and at
times a man of deep sin. Yet through it all, God remained faithful. His covenant stood firm. His promises

never wavered.

What makes David’s story so powerful is not that he was perfect, but that God’s mercy was greater than
his sin. David teaches us what it looks like to fall down and get back up through repentance. He shows us

that the heart God desires is one that seeks Him, even after failure.

Week 1: Introduction to 2 Samuel Tuesday AM Class "25-26 October 7,2025



14

But the book does not end with David. It points beyond him to Jesus Christ—the true Son of David, the
perfect King whose reign has no end. Where David failed, Jesus was faithful. Where David sinned, Jesus

was sinless. Where David’s throne was shaken, Jesus’ throne is eternal.

As we begin our study of 2 Samuel, we should carry these lessons with us: God is faithful, God takes sin
seriously, God offers mercy to the repentant, and God rules over all. And most of all, we are reminded

that our hope is not in David, nor in ourselves, but in Christ our King.

For Discussion
1. Why did Israel want a king in the first place (1 Samuel 8:5)? What does this reveal about their

hearts? How are we sometimes tempted to “be like the nations” around us today?

2. 'What made David different from Saul? Saul looked like the perfect leader, but his heart was far
from God. David sinned greatly, yet he repented. What does this tell us about what God values
most?

3. How can David be called a “man after God’s own heart?” What do we learn from his willingness
to confess and turn back to God? How does this encourage us when we think about our own

failures?
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4. What do the stories of Joab, Mephibosheth, and Absolom teach us? Joab: skill without integrity.
Mephibosheth: grace shown to the underserving. Absalom: pride and rebellion lead to ruin.

Which of these lessons feels most relevant today??

4. What do we learn about God in 2 Samuel? His faithfulness in keeping promises. His sovereignty
in directing events. His mercy in forgiving sin. Which of these truths peaks most to you

personally?

S. How does the covenant with David (2 Samuel 7) connect to Christ? Why is it important that

Jesus is called the “son of David?” How does this strengthen our confidence in God’s plan?

.

6. What practical lesson should we take with us into the week? About trusting God’s promises?

About taking sin seriously? About repenting quickly when we fail?
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