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Lesson 6

Equipped Through Opposition:  
Paul in Philippi

Acts 16:16–40

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them (Acts 16:25).

Class Overview: The ministry in Philippi started with an open heart— 
but quickly faced hardship. After Lydia’s conversion, Paul and Silas 
encountered fierce opposition when they expelled a spirit from a slave 
girl who made her owners profit through fortune-telling. Their act of 
mercy resulted in arrest, beating, and imprisonment. Yet even in chains, 
their faith remained strong. God used their suffering to open new doors, 
including the conversion of the Philippian jailer and his family. This 
lesson teaches that opposition is not a sign of failure but often the place 
where God’s power is most clearly seen. The Spirit equips believers to 
worship in suffering, trust in trials, and witness through adversity.

Class Objectives: By the end of this class, you should be able to—

1.	 Describe the events that led to Paul and Silas’s imprisonment in 
Philippi.

2.	 Explain how their response to persecution revealed the strength of 
their faith.

3.	 Understand how God can use opposition and suffering to advance 
the gospel.

4.	 Identify the transformation seen in the Philippian jailer and what it 
teaches about salvation.

5.	 Apply these truths by choosing faith and praise in life’s difficulties, 
trusting that God can use every circumstance for His glory.
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Introduction
Faith is often tested in difficult times. In Acts 16, Paul and Silas 
discovered that following God’s call doesn’t always bring comfort. After 
answering the man from Macedonia’s vision, they reached Philippi, 
where the gospel quickly took hold. Lydia and her family believed, and 
the first church in Europe was established. However, as soon as the work 
began, opposition appeared.

As they headed to the place of prayer, a slave girl possessed by a spirit 
began following them, shouting loudly about who they were. Although 
her words appeared to be true, her spirit was not. Paul finally ordered the 
spirit to leave her in the name of Jesus Christ—and it did. Her freedom 
cost her owners their income, and anger quickly turned into accusations. 
The city authorities sided with the crowd, and Paul and Silas were 
stripped, beaten, and thrown into prison.

What follows is one of the most powerful examples of faith in adversity 
found in Scripture. Bound in stocks, their bodies aching, Paul and Silas 
prayed and sang hymns to God in the middle of the night. Their songs 
became a testimony to every prisoner listening—and to heaven itself. 
Then, in a moment of divine power, an earthquake shook the prison, 
opening the doors and loosening every chain.

Opposition is not the end of God’s work; it often serves as the means by 
which His glory is revealed. When believers respond to hardship with 
worship and trust, the world takes notice. Through pain, Paul and Silas 
became instruments of salvation for a Roman jailer and his family. Their 
story teaches us that God equips His people not only to preach freely but 
also to praise through suffering.

Historical Background
Philippi was one of the leading cities in Macedonia, a Roman colony 
settled largely by retired soldiers. Its people took great pride in their 
Roman citizenship and loyalty to the empire. As a result, they were 
often suspicious of new religious movements, especially those seen as 
threatening Roman order. The city’s status and culture help explain why 
Paul and Silas faced such strong resistance.
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After arriving in Philippi, Paul and his team met Lydia, whose home 
became their base of operations. From there, they continued sharing 
the gospel. But their ministry drew attention when Paul freed a slave 
girl possessed by a spirit of divination. The Greek word used describes a 
“python spirit,” associated with the temple of Apollo at Delphi, a spirit 
believed to give prophetic power. Her owners had exploited her for 
profit, and when Paul cast out the demon, their financial gain vanished.

The men seized Paul and Silas, dragged them before the magistrates, 
and accused them of disturbing the peace and promoting unlawful 
customs. Their appeal to Roman pride was strategic: “These men are 
Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 
adopt or practice.” (v. 21). Without investigation or trial, the magistrates 
ordered Paul and Silas to be beaten with rods, a severe and humiliating 
punishment, and thrown into prison under strict guard.

The jailer, likely a retired soldier himself, placed them in the inner cell 
and fastened their feet in stocks. Yet in this place of pain and injustice, 
the power of God would be displayed most clearly. Around midnight, 
the prisoners heard hymns of praise echo through the darkness. Then, 
a great earthquake shook the foundations of the prison, opening every 
door and unfastening every chain.

Roman law held jailers personally responsible for the lives of their 
prisoners. Fearing execution, the jailer prepared to take his own life, but 
Paul’s voice stopped him. What followed was one of the most beautiful 
scenes in Acts: the jailer fell before Paul and Silas and asked, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” (v. 30). That night, he and his whole household 
were baptized.

The next day, when the city officials learned that Paul and Silas were 
Roman citizens, they realized their mistake and apologized publicly. The 
gospel had triumphed, and a new congregation was firmly planted in 
Philippi, a church that would become one of Paul’s dearest partners in 
ministry. The kingdom of God advances not through ease, but through 
endurance. In every act of opposition, God was equipping His servants 
to trust Him more deeply and to witness to His grace more powerfully.
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Equipped to Confront Evil 
(16:16–21)

As Paul and his companions continued their work in Philippi, they 
encountered a slave girl possessed by a spirit of divination. Her owners 
exploited her to tell fortunes, earning a lot of money from her condition. 
Day after day, she followed Paul and Silas, crying out, these men are 
proclaiming to you the way of salvation. Her words were technically true, 
but her spirit was not from God. Evil often hides within partial truths.

Paul endured this for several days until, filled with the Spirit, he turned 
and said to the spirit, I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her! Immediately, the girl was freed. One act of spiritual authority 
broke years of oppression. The gospel not only saved a soul but also 
challenged a system of exploitation.

But freedom for one meant anger for others. Her owners, now deprived 
of their income, seized Paul and Silas and dragged them before the 
city magistrates. They stirred the crowd with false accusations, saying, 
these men are Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as 
Romans to adopt or practice. (v. 21). Prejudice and greed combined to 
ignite public outrage.

This episode demonstrates that the gospel consistently challenges 
evil, whether it exists in individuals or society. As the kingdom of God 
advances, it threatens those who profit from sin and injustice. That’s why 
opposition often follows obedience. The Spirit who empowers believers 
to preach also empowers them to confront darkness with courage.

Paul didn’t seek confrontation, but he didn’t avoid it either. Evil must 
be exposed so that true freedom can come. The church today must 
remember that spiritual warfare is real and that silence in the face of 
evil is not an option. We are called to speak truth in love, trusting that 
Christ’s authority is greater than the world’s hostility.
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Equipped to Worship in Suffering 
(16:22–26)

The crowd in Philippi became violent. Without a trial or defense, Paul 
and Silas were stripped, beaten with rods, and thrown into prison. The 
magistrates ordered the jailer to keep them under close watch. He put 
them in the innermost cell, the darkest and most secure part of the 
prison, and fastened their feet in stocks. Their backs were bruised and 
bleeding. They were physically and emotionally drained.

What happened next defies explanation except for faith. Around 
midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them (v. 25). In their pain, they chose praise. 
Instead of questioning God, they worshiped Him. Their joy did not 
depend on circumstances—it flowed from trust in His presence.

One of the deepest truths about the Christian life is that worship is most 
powerful when it comes from the valley. Paul and Silas were obedient, 
yet they suffered unjustly. Still, they understood that their chains could 
not silence the gospel. Their song in the night became a testament to 
everyone around them— the prisoners who listened, the jailer who 
watched, and the God who heard.

Then God moved. A violent earthquake shook the prison, opening all 
the doors and loosening every chain. Yet no one escaped. The miracle 
was not just in the shaking of the ground but in the peace that kept 
everyone still. God was showing that His power is greater than any 
prison and His presence deeper than any pain.

Worship in suffering does more than comfort us; it shows the world that 
God is worthy of praise even when life hurts. It is the clearest expression 
of faith and the strongest form of witness. The Spirit equips believers to 
sing through the pain, to trust through the tears, and to find in every trial 
an opportunity to glorify God.
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Equipped to Witness Through Adversity 
(16:27–40)

When the earthquake struck and the prison doors flew open, the jailer 
awoke in terror. Under Roman law, a guard who lost his prisoners could 
be executed. Believing everyone had escaped, he drew his sword to take 
his own life. But Paul’s voice stopped him: Don’t harm yourself, because 
we’re all here! (v. 28).

That cry of compassion changed everything. The man who had locked 
Paul and Silas in chains suddenly found himself trembling before them, 
asking, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? (v. 30). Their answer was simple 
and timeless: Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 
your household. (v. 31). The gospel Paul had preached in synagogues and 
marketplaces was now proclaimed in a prison cell.

That same night, the jailer cleaned their wounds, a sign of repentance 
and compassion, and he and his entire family were baptized. Joy filled 
his house as he prepared a meal for the men he had once guarded. This 
is the transforming power of grace: enemies become brothers, wounds 
become testimony, and suffering becomes the doorway to salvation.

The next morning, the magistrates ordered Paul and Silas to be 
released quietly. But Paul refused to leave silently. As a Roman citizen, 
he had been beaten and imprisoned unlawfully. He insisted that the 
officials come and release them publicly. His goal was not revenge 
but protection; he wanted the new Philippian church to be free from 
suspicion or fear. The magistrates apologized for their mistake and asked 
Paul and Silas to leave the city.

Before leaving, they went back to Lydia’s house to encourage the 
believers. The same city that had once beaten them now had a growing 
church, including a businesswoman, a former slave girl, and a Roman 
jailer. Opposition had not stopped the gospel; it had made it grow more. 
Through hardships, God prepared His servants to witness His power. 
Every setback became a chance for grace. Every wound was a doorway to 
salvation’s message. The Spirit still uses suffering today, turning difficulty 
into testimony and pain into praise.
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Lesson Summary and Reflection
Key Truths from a Philippi: 

•	 The gospel confronts evil and exposes systems that profit from sin.
•	 God’s servants can worship even in suffering because His presence 

never leaves them.
•	 True faith shines brightest when tested by opposition.
•	 God turns hardship into opportunity and pain into a powerful 

witness.
•	 The Spirit equips us to respond to adversity with grace, courage, and 

praise.

God’s power often shines brightest in the darkest places. Their obedience 
to the Macedonian call did not lead to comfort but to conflict. Yet, 
through that opposition, God revealed His strength and grace in 
unforgettable ways.

They confronted evil by freeing a young slave girl from spiritual bondage, 
demonstrating that the gospel liberates both body and soul. They 
endured injustice and pain without bitterness, showing that worship 
can rise even from a prison cell. And they witnessed powerfully through 
adversity, leading a hardened Roman jailer and his family to salvation.

What the enemy intended to harm, God turned into an opportunity. 
The prison became a place of praise. Suffering became the platform for 
evangelism. The beating that should have silenced them turned into 
the spark that birthed the Philippian church. Faith isn’t about comfort 
but about courage. The Spirit equips us not just to resist evil but to sing 
through suffering and shine in adversity. When life feels unfair or heavy, 
remember that God’s power isn’t absent; it’s often preparing to do its 
greatest work.
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Memory Verse and Weekly Challenge
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,  

and the prisoners were listening to them. 
Acts 16:25 (CSB)

Weekly Challenge: Choose worship over worry. When you face 
pressure, disappointment, or conflict, stop and pray as Paul and Silas did. 
Sing, give thanks, or read Scripture aloud. Then look for how God might 
use your response to encourage someone else who’s watching your faith.

For Discussion
1.	 What does the story of the slave girl reveal about how the gospel 

confronts evil in the world? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

2.	 How did Paul and Silas’s response to suffering set them apart from 
the crowd around them? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

3.	 What can we learn from their midnight prayers and songs about 
trusting God in hardship? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

4.	 How does the conversion of the Philippian jailer show God’s ability 
to bring good out of adversity? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

5.	 When you face opposition or difficulty, how can your faith and 
response become a testimony to others? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________


