That Thing We Do Part 2_Don’t Miss the View_MA

Like Israel, our worship of God drifts in the currents and seasons of life. But, we can experience constancy of God’s purpose through the consistency of our worship to Him. 

Worship is: Our RESPONCE to God’s identity and activity EXPRESSED in what we say and do.

· There are certain things that we just do and worship is one of them
· It is great to be passionate about stuff and give ourselves fully to something 
· We are passionate about life or an area of our life but have we allowed that passion to take the place of the most important passion? (temporal versus the eternal)  
· We worship the created instead of the creator (Rom 1)
· Worship is that thing we do and God designed us to give ourselves fully to him.  

Ex. My kids at one time or another have followed another mom or dad in a store or something thinking that it was me or Amy. They had their heads to the ground, were playing, or something else and became distracted from the view of us. They would miss the stops or turns we make because they took their eyes off us. “Timothy…Emma, over here.” God is saying this to us today. “Hey,______. I’m right here. Look up and keep your eyes on me.”

Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
 
· God reveals Himself and we respond…this is the order of true worship but when what when God Is not in view then the direction of our life begins shifting 
· When our view is right then our worship is right; when our worship is right then our lives are right
· The natural response when we view God’s mercy is to offer everything to Him

My life FOLLOWS the direction of my WORSHIP

CONTEXT: Samuel and Israel- 1 Samuel 12

· We can learn some things about worship by looking at Israel’s response in 1 Samuel 12
· Samuel was called by God as a Judge, Prophet, and Priest to establish worship in the heart of Israel once again
· While Israel was created to worship God, they were consistently inconsistent in their worship to Him and Samuel addresses it once again here in his last speech to them.


1 Samuel 12 (NLT)
Then Samuel addressed all Israel: “I have done as you asked and given you a king. 2 Your king is now your leader. I stand here before you—an old, gray-haired man—and my sons serve you. I have served as your leader from the time I was a boy to this very day. 

6 “It was the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron,” Samuel continued. “He brought your ancestors out of the land of Egypt.7 Now stand here quietly before the Lord as I remind you of all the great things the Lord has done for you and your ancestors. 8 “When the Israelites were in Egypt and cried out to the Lord, he sent Moses and Aaron to rescue them from Egypt and to bring them into this land. 9 But the people soon forgot about the Lord their God, so he handed them over to Sisera, the commander of Hazor’s army, and also to the Philistines and to the king of Moab, who fought against them.

10 “Then they cried to the Lord again and confessed, ‘We have sinned by turning away from the Lord and worshiping the images of Baal and Ashtoreth. But we will worship you and you alone if you will rescue us from our enemies.’ 11 Then the Lord sent Gideon, Bedan, Jephthah, and Samuel to save you, and you lived in safety. 12 “But when you were afraid of Nahash, the king of Ammon, you came to me and said that you wanted a king to reign over you, even though the Lord your God was already your king. 13 All right, here is the king you have chosen. You asked for him, and the Lord has granted your request.

14 “Now if you fear and worship the Lord and listen to his voice, and if you do not rebel against the Lord’s commands, then both you and your king will show that you recognize the Lord as your God.15 But if you rebel against the Lord’s commands and refuse to listen to him, then his hand will be as heavy upon you as it was upon your ancestors.
16 “Now stand here and see the great thing the Lord is about to do.17 You know that it does not rain at this time of the year during the wheat harvest. I will ask the Lord to send thunder and rain today. Then you will realize how wicked you have been in asking the Lord for a king!”
18 So Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day. And all the people were terrified of the Lord and of Samuel. 19 “Pray to the Lord your God for us, or we will die!” they all said to Samuel. “For now we have added to our sins by asking for a king.”

20 “Don’t be afraid,” Samuel reassured them. “You have certainly done wrong, but make sure now that you worship the Lord with all your heart, and don’t turn your back on him. 21 Don’t go back to worshiping worthless idols that cannot help or rescue you—they are totally useless! 22 The Lord will not abandon his people, because that would dishonor his great name. For it has pleased the Lord to make you his very own people.

CONFORMING DISTRACTIONS:

1 Samuel 12:19 (NLT) 
“ …we have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king.”

· Comparison 

1 Samuel 8:5 (NLT)
5 “Look,” they told him, “you are now old, and your sons are not like you. Give us a king to judge us like all the other nations have.”

· They would be like others
· We try so hard to be like everyone else when our whole purpose is to be different. We are different because normal isn’t working. 
· True worship brings out the “different” in you

· Compromise 

1 Samuel 12:12 (NLT)
12 “But when you were afraid of Nahash, the king of Ammon, you came to me and said that you wanted a king to reign over you, even though the Lord your God was already your king. 

· They sacrificed God’s plan for their own plan (Provision, Protection, Power)
· Nahash (means serpent) gouged out the right eyes of every captive
· The serpent (devil) continues with the same scheme as Eden…convincing you to compromise what is already been given to you.
· Compromise obscures your view, steeling your vision 
· Samuel tried telling them that having a king would be very expensive. He would require their best to serve his own interest. God requires your best to serve Kingdom interest. 
· Compromised values always cost you everything
· God multiples what we bring to Him in worship

Both conforming distractions were the result of Israel’s view. Their eyes drifted from God to other nations, other plans, and other threats. 

TRANSFORMING WORSHIP:

1 Samuel 12:7 (NLT)
7 Now stand here quietly before the Lord as I remind you of all the great things the Lord has done for you and your ancestors.

 REMEMBER what was.

· There is great power in remembering and great consequences in forgetting
· You can only respond as much as you remember 
· We can’t remember because we are not quiet before the Lord. He’s the Lord and we think we are the only ones that have something to say.
· We can remember more if we listen more.

REST in what will come. 

1 Samuel 12:16-17 (NLT)
16 “Now stand here and see the great thing the Lord is about to do. 17 You know that it does not rain at this time of the year during the wheat harvest. I will ask the Lord to send thunder and rain today. Then you will realize how wicked you have been in asking the Lord for a king!”

· God gives us the ability to see beyond the natural 
· Our position of worship changes when what we look to what changes. “Become what you behold.” 
· If there is no consistency in your life, then what your eyes are set on isn’t stable (Ever had motion sickness? The cure is when you set your eyes on the horizon)
· Samuel challenges them to take another look. He uses the thunder (voice of God) and the rain (the promise of God) to show Israel that voice and promise of God are not limited by what season they are in.
· What you choose to see will determine what you experience 
· Consistency of our worship allows us to experience the constancy of our God 
· Worship positions you for what’s to come. You can rest (not inaction but move with peace) because God’s got you. 

REVEAL what is God.

1 Samuel 12:20-22 (NLT)
 “Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. 21 Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. 22 For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to make you his own

1 Peter 2:9 (NLT)
9…. for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show (declare the praises, excellency) others the goodness of God, for He called you out of the darkness into His wonderful light.


· The power of this scripture is that we have been made these things by our God: chosen, holy, special procession, declarer and revealer of God’s goodness. 
· What is the natural response to what He has made us? Be it, respond, reflect, and reveal. The beautiful attributes that Peter lists are because of the Lord. 

Ex. Liken to the moon we can shine brightly because of the light we reflect, not the light we generate. 

· The enemy will distract of us from our worship by causing us to expend energy acquiring a status with God that He has already given us through Jesus. (Remember the serpent in Eden? “You can be like God if you eat this fruit.”)
· God did all of this, positioning us to be declarers of His praise for “His name sake.”
· Believer-priests should live so that our heavenly Father’s qualities are evident in our lives
· True worship responds with devotion and obedience

LIVE IT:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Don’t Miss the View:

BEGIN and END the day quietly before the Lord. 

· Take your first 5 minutes of the day and your last 5 minutes of the day and intentionally set your mind and heart on the Lord. You will be amazed how a few moments of setting your view will create a day of worship to the Lord

Write 6 THINGS you are THANKFUL for every day.

· This simple step will train your mind to view the goodness of God in your life first. When we view His mercy, we can’t help but respond in worship.




