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Pride Comes Before Destruction

1. The Anatomy of Pride

“After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating
him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. All the royal officials
at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this
concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. Then the royal officials
at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” Day after day
they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see whether
Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew. When Haman saw
that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged.” Esther 3:1-5

« Pride leads to the addiction of adoration
« Pride creates a fragile ego

Ego is the anesthesia that deadens the pain of stupidity.
e Pride is a horrible task master

“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For
if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place,
but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your
royal position for such a time as this?” Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather
together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night
or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even
though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” Esther 4:13-16

2. Pride Blinds Us from our Blessings

“Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s
gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with

rage against Mordecai. Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Calling
together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many
sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other
nobles and officials. “And that’s not all,” Haman added. “I'm the only person Queen Esther
invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the
king tomorrow. But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at



the king’s gate.” His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a pole set up, reaching to
a height of fifty cubits, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then go
with the king to the banquet and enjoy yourself.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had
the pole set up.” Esther 5:9-14

e Boasting doesn’t lead to blessings
o Pride leads to resentment
Pride blinds us to what we do have by hyper-focusing on what we don't have.
3. The Downfall of Pride

“That night the king could not sleep, so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of his
reign, to be brought in and read to him. It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to
assassinate King Xerxes. “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?” the
king asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered. The king said, “Who is
in the court?”” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the palace to speak to the king
about impaling Mordecai on the pole he had set up for him. His attendants answered, “Haman is
standing in the court.” “Bring him in, ” the king ordered. When Haman entered, the king asked
him, “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?” Now Haman thought to
himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?”” So he answered the king,
“For the man the king delights to honor, have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a
horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head. Then let the robe and horse
be entrusted to one of the king’s most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to
honor, and lead him on the horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what
is done for the man the king delights to honor!’” “Go at once,” the king commanded Haman.
“Get the robe and the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at
the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have recommended.” So Haman got the robe and
the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming
before him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!” Esther 6:1-11

o Pride is eventually humbled:
Pride is the burden of a foolish person.

“Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it pleases
you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is my request. For I and my
people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male
and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the
king.” King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has dared to do
such a thing?” Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” “The king got up in a
rage, left his wine and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, realizing that the king had
already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life. Just as the king returned
from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was




reclining. The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the
house?” As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman'’s face. Then
Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a height of fifty cubits
stands by Haman'’s house. He had it set up for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” The
king said, “Impale him on it!” So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for
Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided.” Esther 7:3-10
e Pride will hang you on your own gallows
“Pride leads to destruction; a proud attitude brings ruin.” Proverbs 16:18
4. The Call to Humility
o Take Inventory
> Addicted to Adoration
> Fragile Ego
> Blinded to God’s Blessings

e Follow the Model of Jesus Christ

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human

likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross!” Philippians 2:3-8

Always make sure your servants’ towel is larger than your ego and pride!
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