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“My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in 

filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and 

say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the 

floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts? Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 

eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 

But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the 

ones who are dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble 

name of him to whom you belong? If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love 

your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right.” James 2:1-8 

 
1. Show respect without favoritism 

 
--------------------------- 

Why Favoritism is wrong?  
 

➢ It is inconsistent with Jesus’ teaching 
➢ It Results from evil thoughts 
➢ It insults people made in God’s image 
➢ It is a by-product of selfish motives 
➢ It goes against the Biblical definition of love 
➢ It shows a lack of mercy to those less fortunate 
➢ It is hypocritical 
➢ It is a sin 

------------------------------- 
 

2. Give myself an honest appraisal  
 
“But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For whoever 

keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. For he who 

said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit 

adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. Speak and act as those who are 

going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown 

to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.” James 2:9-13 

 
 

3. Mercy triumphs over Judgment 
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4. Focus on True Riches 
 
“Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. Your 

wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their 

corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 

days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out 

against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have 

lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of 

slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.” 

James 5:1-6 

 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 

vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. “No one can serve two masters...You cannot serve both God and 

money.” Matthew 6:19-21; 24 

 
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” 1 Timothy 1:6 

 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry 

and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 

after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 

when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did 

we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” Matthew 25:34-40 

 
 

5. Put it into Practice  
 
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 

widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” James 1:27 
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1. Show _________________ without __________________  
 
 

2. Give myself an honest ______________________  
 
 

3. Mercy _______________________ over Judgment 
 
 

4. _____________________ on True Riches  
 
 

5. Put it into ________________________ 
 
 
Scripture: James 2:1-13; James 5:1-6; Matthew 6:19-21 & 24; 1 Timothy 1:6; Matthew 25:34-

40; James 1:27 

 
 


