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“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you,
he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you.: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger.” Luke 2:8-16

The Shepherds Journey To The Nativity

1. The Interruption of the Ordinary

e He meets us in our mess
e The Good News is for everyone
2. The Response of Faith

e From hearers to goers.

o The unexpected sign.
3. They Return with a New Purpose

“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.” Luke
2:20

¢ \Wonder leads to worship.

e Living birth announcements

» Jesus The Messiah Was a Messenger



“He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on
me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began
by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”” All spoke well of him and
were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they
asked.” Luke 4:16-22

Jesus was the greatest messenger proclaiming the greatest message.

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”” Mark 10:45

» Jesus the Messiah was a Shepherd

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. “I am the good shepherd; I know my
sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay
down my life for the sheep.” John 10:11-15

» The Holy Became Lowly

“And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.” Philippians 2:8-11
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Scripture: Luke 2:8-16, 20, Luke 4:16-22; Mark 10:45; John 10:11-15; Philippians 2:8-11



