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Trials, Perseverance, Wisdom, and the Perfect Gift
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the
nations: Greetings. Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. ”
James 1:1-4

e Process leads to a Promise

Deal with trials with pure joy
Testing
Produces perseverance

Finish what you started

“Fear the Lord, you his holy people, for those who fear him lack nothing. The lions may grow
weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.” Psalm 34:9-10

e Ask for wisdom

“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not
expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all
they do.” James 1:5-8

Three Promises from the Process

Promise 1: Lack no good thing including wisdom

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it
will be yours.” Mark 11:24



“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. When tempted, no
one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt
anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and
enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,
gives birth to death. Don 't be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters.” James 1:12-16

Promise 2: Receive the Crown of Life

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. ” John 10:10
Promise 3: The perfect gift

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17

Lights, Camera, Action

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of
you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical
needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is
dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without
deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.” James 2:14-18

e Show the faith you have by the deeds that you do.

“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. You
foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? ” James 2:19-20

e Faith is completed by what you do with it

“As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” James 2:26
How to Get Out of Trouble

“Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of
praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and
anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick
person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.” James 5:13-
15

e What happens in authentic community?

o Trouble — Pray!



o Happy - Sing!
o Sick — Call!

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. ” James 5:16

“My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring
that person back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will
save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.” James 5:19-20



Full of Wisdom
The Perfect Gift
Discover Church
Mark Phillips
6/19/22

Trials, Perseverance, Wisdom, and the Perfect Gift

° leads to a

e Ask for

Three Promises from the Process

Promise 1: Lack including wisdom

Promise 2: Receive the

Promise 3: The gift

Lights, Camera, Action

o the faith you have by the that you do.

e Faithis by what you do with it

How to Get Out of Trouble

e What happens in community?

Scripture: James 1:1-17; Psalm 34:9-10; Mark 11:24; John 10:10; James 2:14-26; James 5:13-
20



