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“These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 

whom the culmination of the ages has come. So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful 

that you don’t fall!” 1 Corinthians 10:11-12 

 

The Deadly Trap of Power 
 

I. The beginning of Unchecked Ambition  
 
“Some time later there was an incident involving a vineyard belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. 

The vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. Ahab said to Naboth, 

“Let me have your vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, since it is close to my palace. In 

exchange I will give you a better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you whatever it is worth.” 

But Naboth replied, “The Lord forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my ancestors.” So 

Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you 

the inheritance of my ancestors.” He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat.” 1 Kings 21:1-4 

 
• An unsatisfied urge  

 
• The bitter root of discontentment  

 
• The danger of entitlement  

 
II. The work of aggressive manipulation  

 
“His wife Jezebel came in and asked him, “Why are you so sullen? Why won’t you eat?” 

He answered her, “Because I said to Naboth the Jezreelite, ‘Sell me your vineyard; or if you 

prefer, I will give you another vineyard in its place.’ But he said, ‘I will not give you my 

vineyard.’” Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as king over Israel? Get up and eat! 

Cheer up. I’ll get you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” So she wrote letters in Ahab’s 

name, placed his seal on them, and sent them to the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city 

with him. In those letters she wrote: “Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a prominent 

place among the people. But seat two scoundrels opposite him and have them bring charges that 

he has cursed both God and the king. Then take him out and stone him to death.” 

So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city did as Jezebel directed in the letters she had 

written to them. They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth in a prominent place among the 

people. Then two scoundrels came and sat opposite him and brought charges against Naboth 

before the people, saying, “Naboth has cursed both God and the king.” So they took him outside 

the city and stoned him to death. Then they sent word to Jezebel: “Naboth has been stoned to 

death.” As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, “Get 

up and take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he refused to sell you. He is 
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no longer alive, but dead.” When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to 

take possession of Naboth’s vineyard.” 1 Kings 21:5-16 

 
• The abandonment of leadership 

 
• The spirit of control  

 
• The participation of the crowd 

 
III. The Divine Interruption  

 
“Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: “Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, 

who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth’s vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of 

it. Say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his 

property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: In the place where dogs licked up 

Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!’” Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have 

found me, my enemy!” “I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to do 

evil in the eyes of the Lord. He says, ‘I am going to bring disaster on you. I will wipe out your 

descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or free. I will make your 

house like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have 

aroused my anger and have caused Israel to sin.’ “And also concerning Jezebel the Lord says: 

‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.’ “Dogs will eat those belonging to Ahab who 

die in the city, and the birds will feed on those who die in the country.” 1 Kings 21:17-24 

 
• God sees the hidden sins 

 
• The verdict for injustice 

 
“There was never anyone like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, urged on 

by Jezebel his wife. He behaved in the vilest manner by going after idols, like the 

Amorites the Lord drove out before Israel. When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, put 

on sackcloth and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went around meekly. Then the word of 

the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: “Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before 

me? Because he has humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it 

on his house in the days of his son.” 1 Kings 21:25-29 

 
• The brokenness of a wicked heart 

 

How to Overcome the Lust of Power 
 

A. Examine your desires 
 
“I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or 

hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” Philippians 4:12 
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“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God 

has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5  

 
B. Resist the spirit of control 

 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.” Philippians 2:3 

 
C. Protect the innocent 

 
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 

Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” Proverbs 31:8-9 

 
Seek Justice! 
 
“And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God.” Micah 6:8 
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The Deadly Trap of Power 
 

I. The beginning of ______________________  
 

• An unsatisfied ___________________  
 

• The bitter root of _________________________  
 

• The danger of ____________________  
 

II. The work of aggressive _________________________  
 

• The _____________________ of leadership 
 

• The spirit of ___________________  
 

• The _______________________ of the crowd 
 

III. The ___________________ Interruption  
 

• God sees the __________________ 
 

• The _______________ for injustice 
 

• The brokenness of a _________________________ 
 

How to Overcome the Lust of Power 
 

A. Examine your _________________ 
 

B. Resist the ____________________________ 
 

C. Protect the ________________________ 
 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:11-12; 1 Kings 21:1-29; Philippians 4:12; Hebrews 13:5; Proverbs 

3:5-6; Philippians 2:3; Proverbs 31:8-9; Micah 6:8 

 

 


